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Abstract 

ThiV WheViV e[SloUeV Whe Uole of cXlWXUal inYeVWmenW in VhaSing democUaWic UeVilience, 

idenWiW\, and XniW\ ZiWhin Whe EXUoSean Union. While Whe EU oĴciall\ XSholdV cXlWXUal 

SlXUaliVm, fUeedom of e[SUeVVion, and aUWiVWic indeSendence, Vome membeU VWaWeV haYe 

incUeaVingl\ XVed cXlWXUe Wo SUomoWe naWionaliVW naUUaWiYeV and Zeaken EXUoSean 

coheVion. ThUoXgh a comSaUaWiYe caVe VWXd\ of Whe HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV 

(Mag\aU MĢYÜV]eWi AkadÜmia, MMA) and Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion 

(KXlWXUVWifWXng deV BXndeV, KSB), WhiV WheViV UeYealV conWUaVWing modelV of cXlWXUal 

goYeUnance. The HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV haV been inVWUXmenWali]ed b\ Whe OUbÈn 

goYeUnmenW Wo SUomoWe naWional-conVeUYaWiYe ideolog\, Zhile   Whe GeUman FedeUal 

CXlWXUal FoXndaWion VXSSoUWV SlXUaliVm and aUWiVWic aXWonom\, deVSiWe UecenW fXnding 

cXWV. 

The anal\ViV combineV inVWiWXWional and legal UeYieZ, bXdgeW comSaUiVon (2010ş2025), 

and SeU caSiWa cXlWXUal fXnding calcXlaWionV. IW iV fXUWheU enUiched b\ an inWeUYieZ ZiWh a 

SloYak aUWiVW facing UeVWUicWionV XndeU a SoSXliVW goYeUnmenW, and a diVcoXUVe anal\ViV of 

cXlWXUal Solic\ debaWeV in GeUman\. The ındingV VXggeVW a SaUado[: SUo-EXUoSean 

democUacieV ofWen neglecW cXlWXUal Solic\, Zhile naWionaliVW UegimeV Uecogni]e and 

e[SloiW iWV VWUaWegic SoWenWial. The WheViV conclXdeV b\ aUgXing WhaW cXlWXUe mXVW be 

Ueimagined aV a coUe SillaU of EU goYeUnance, eVVenWial Wo XSholding democUac\, 

UeViVWing SolaUi]aWion, and foVWeUing a VhaUed EXUoSean fXWXUe. 

 

 

 

 

 

4 



List of Acronyms 

AfD: AlWeUnaWiYe fĞU DeXWVchland 

BKM: FedeUal GoYeUnmenW CommiVVioneU foU CXlWXUe and Whe Media (BXndeVhaXVhalW 

KXlWXU Xnd Medien) 

EU: EXUoSean Union 

ESC: EXUoSean SolidaUiW\ CenWUe 

HUF: HXngaUian FoUinW 

TEU: TUeaW\ on EXUoSean Union 

ZKM: CenWeU foU AUW and Media in KaUlVUXhe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 



Table Of Contents 

TheViV EleYaWRU PiWch.................................................................................................... 1 
AcknoZledgements....................................................................................................2 
SWaWXWoU\ DeclaUaWion...................................................................................................3 
AbVWUacW........................................................................................................................4 
LiVW of AcUon\mV......................................................................................................... 5 

1. Introduction..................................................................................................................8 
1.1 SWUXcWXUe of Whe TheViV.........................................................................................10 

2. Literature Review...................................................................................................... 12 
2.1 InWUodXcWion......................................................................................................... 12 
2.2 EXUoSean IdenWiW\: HiVWoUical and ConceSWXal RooWV.......................................... 12 
2.3 CXlWXUe, ConWemSoUaU\ AUW, and PoliWical NaUUaWiYeV.......................................... 13 
2.4 CXlWXUe, PoSXliVm, and Whe CUiViV of EXUoSean ValXeV........................................13 
2.5 SXmmaU\..............................................................................................................14 

3. Methodology...............................................................................................................15 
3.1 ReVeaUch DeVign and SWUaWeg\............................................................................. 15 
3.2 InVWiWXWional and BXdgeWaU\ Anal\ViV: The HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV and   Whe 
GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion........................................................................ 16 
3.3 E[SeUW InWeUYieZ.................................................................................................. 17 
3.4 DiVcoXUVe and Media Anal\ViV............................................................................ 17 
3.5 MeWhodological RaWionale....................................................................................18 
3.6 LimiWaWionV and ChallengeV................................................................................. 19 

4. Comparative Analysis of Cultural Governance Models in Hungary and 
Germany......................................................................................................................... 20 

4.1 The HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV: CXlWXUal ConWUol and NaWional IdenWiW\......... 21 
4.2 The KXlWXUVWifWXng deV BXndeV: DemocUaWic CXlWXUal GoYeUnance..................... 23 

InWUodXcWion................................................................................................... 23 
Legal MandaWeV and SWUXcWXUal AXWonom\.................................................... 24 
InVWiWXWional ImSacW and AUWiVWic ConVeTXenceV............................................ 24 
CXlWXUal NaUUaWiYeV and EU ValXe AlignmenW............................................... 25 

4.3 ComSaUaWiYe Anal\ViV: The HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV YV.   The GeUman 
FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion...................................................................................... 26 

GoYeUnance SWUXcWXUe and PoliWical AlignmenW............................................. 27 
FXnding SWUaWeg\ and CXlWXUal InYeVWmenW.................................................... 27 
AUWiVWic FUeedom and InclXVion..................................................................... 28 
CXlWXUal NaUUaWiYeV and IdenWiW\-BXilding..................................................... 28 
AlignmenW ZiWh EXUoSean Union ValXeV....................................................... 29 

6 



ConclXding ReĲecWion................................................................................... 29 
4.4 BXdgeW Anal\ViV and FXnding TUendV..................................................................30 

MeWhodolog\ and DaWa SoXUceV.....................................................................30 
Ke\ FindingV: ComSaUaWiYe PeU CaSiWa InYeVWmenW.......................................31 
ImSlicaWionV and InWeUSUeWaWion......................................................................32 
ConclXVion..................................................................................................... 32 

5. Interview - Cultural Resistance and European Belonging Š A Slovak ArtistŖs 
Perspective......................................................................................................................34 
Chapter 6. Cultural Governance in Germany Š Between Neglect and Resistance40 

6.1.DiVcoXUVe Anal\ViV: The 2024ş2025 BaXhaXV ConWUoYeUV\ in GeUman\............40 
6.2 CXlWXUal NeglecW in GeUman\: A ThUeaW Wo DemocUaWic ValXeV and EXUoSean 
CoheVion.................................................................................................................... 43 

InWUodXcWion................................................................................................... 43 
CXlWXUal BXdgeW CXWV in GeUman\................................................................. 43 
The RiVkV of CXlWXUal NeglecW....................................................................... 44 
PaVViYe YV. AcWiYe CXlWXUal GoYeUnance........................................................ 45 
ConclXVion..................................................................................................... 45 

7. Culture as a Catalyst for European Unity and Democratic Participation........... 47 
7.1 The Role of ConWemSoUaU\ AUW in AdYancing EU ValXeV................................... 47 
7.2 CXlWXUal IniWiaWiYeV in PUacWice: PeUfoUm EXUoSe and Whe EXUoSean PaYilion...... 48 
7.3 CXlWXUal InVWiWXWionV aV SSaceV foU CiYic EngagemenW........................................ 48 
7.4 ChallengeV and Polic\ ReĲecWionV.......................................................................49 
7.5 ConclXVion........................................................................................................... 50 

8. Conclusion: Culture as the Cornerstone of European Unity and Democracy.....51 
8.1 Summar\ of Findings.........................................................................................51 
8.2 Final Reflection: A Democratic Imperative.........................................................53 

BibliRgUaSh\.................................................................................................................55 

 

 

 

 

7 



1. Introduction  

In an eUa maUked b\ UiVing naWionaliVm, SoliWical SolaUi]aWion, and democUaWic 

backVliding, Whe Uole of cXlWXUe haV gained UeneZed SoliWical XUgenc\ ZiWhin Whe 

EXUoSean Union. CXlWXUe iV ofWen fUamed aV a VofW Solic\ domain, diVWincW fUom Whe moUe 

oYeUWl\ VWUaWegic ıeldV of economicV, VecXUiW\, oU migUaWion. YeW, WhiV WheViV aUgXeV WhaW 

cXlWXUal Solic\ iV noW onl\ cenWUal Wo Whe EUŖV SoliWical idenWiW\ bXW alVo one of iWV moVW 

XndeUXWili]ed WoolV in defending iWV foXndaWional YalXeV. The cXlWXUal VSheUe iV ZheUe 

collecWiYe idenWiWieV aUe VhaSed, naUUaWiYeV aUe conWeVWed, and democUaWic idealV eiWheU 

ĲoXUiVh oU eUode. In WhiV VenVe, cXlWXUe fXncWionV aV boWh a miUUoU and a moWoU of 

SoliWical change. 

The EUŖV oĴcial commiWmenW Wo YalXeV VXch aV SlXUaliVm, democUac\, and UeVSecW foU 

hXman UighWV, aV oXWlined in AUWicle 2 of Whe TUeaW\ on EXUoSean Union (TEU), 

SUeVXmeV a cXlWXUal infUaVWUXcWXUe caSable of VXSSoUWing WheVe SUinciSleV. HoZeYeU, 

Zhile UighW Zing UegimeV VXch aV HXngaU\ haYe VWUaWegicall\ inYeVWed in cXlWXUe Wo VhaSe 

e[clXVionaU\ naWional idenWiWieV, SlXUaliVWic democUacieV like GeUman\ and FUance haYe 

SaUado[icall\ XndeUinYeVWed in Whe cXlWXUal ıeld. ThiV SaUado[ iV aW Whe heaUW of Whe 

SUeVenW VWXd\. IW aVkV: HoZ can conWemSoUaU\ cXlWXUe and aUW VWUengWhen EXUoSean XniW\, 

indeSendence, and SlXUaliVm amidVW UiVing naWionaliVW naUUaWiYeV? 

The dangeU iV noW onl\ V\mbolic. NeglecWing cXlWXUe conWUibXWeV Wo Vocial diVconnecWion, 

SoliWical aSaWh\, and Whe eUoVion of VhaUed EXUoSean SXUSoVe. ConYeUVel\, VWUaWegic 

cXlWXUal inYeVWmenW, Zhen gUoXnded in SlXUaliVm and oSenneVV can foVWeU UeVilience, 

ciYic engagemenW, and a deeSeU VenVe of EXUoSean belonging. ThiV WheViV SUoSoVeV WhaW 

cXlWXUe mXVW be UeSoViWioned aW Whe cenWeU of Whe EUŖV goYeUnance VWUaWeg\, noW WUeaWed aV 

a SeUiSheUal lX[XU\. 

ThiV UeVeaUch iV ViWXaWed ZiWhin Whe inWeUdiVciSlinaU\ ıeld of EXUoSean cXlWXUal 

goYeUnance, combining inVighWV fUom cXlWXUal Solic\ VWXdieV, SoliWical WheoU\, and 

idenWiW\ UeVeaUch. TheoUeWicall\, iW dUaZV on VcholaUV VXch aV GeUaUd DelanW\, Zho 

fUameV EXUoSean idenWiW\ aV hiVWoUicall\ conVWUXcWed and SoliWicall\ conWeVWed, and 
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GeoUge Yědice, Zho conceSWXali]eV cXlWXUe aV a UeVoXUce incUeaVingl\ YalXed foU iWV 

Vocial and SoliWical XWiliW\. AddiWional SeUVSecWiYeV fUom ClaiUe BiVhoS, Homi Bhabha, 

and RXWh Wodak helS illXminaWe hoZ aUWiVWic SUacWiceV and diVcXUViYe fUamingV inĲXence 

SXblic XndeUVWanding of idenWiW\ and YalXeV. 

The cenWUal SaUado[, Whe cXlWXUal inYeVWmenW gaS beWZeen SUo and anWi EU VWaWeV iV 

e[SloUed WhUoXgh a comSaUaWiYe anal\ViV of HXngaU\ and GeUman\. HXngaU\, XndeU 

VikWoU OUbÈnŖV leadeUVhiS, haV inWegUaWed cXlWXUe inWo iWV naWion-bXilding VWUaWeg\, 

e[emSliıed b\ Whe WUanVfoUmaWion of Whe HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV inWo a 

VWaWe-aligned inVWiWXWion. GeUman\, b\ conWUaVW, Zhile UheWoUicall\ commiWWed Wo 

SlXUaliVm and aUWiVWic fUeedom, haV imSlemenWed VeYeUe cXlWXUal bXdgeW cXWV WhaW Zeaken 

Whe indeSendenW VecWoU. ThiV jX[WaSoViWion UeYealV WZo diVWincW SaWhV: one of VWUaWegic 

cXlWXUal inVWUXmenWali]aWion, Whe oWheU of SaVViYe neglecW. 

 

 

To caSWXUe WhiV comSle[iW\, Whe WheViV emSlo\V a TXaliWaWiYe, mXlWi-meWhod aSSUoach: 

1. Comparative Case Study: InVWiWXWional and Solic\ anal\ViV of The HXngaUian 

Academ\ of AUWV and GeUman\ŖV KXlWXUVWifWXng deV BXndeV , e[amining 

goYeUnance VWUXcWXUeV, legal foXndaWionV, and cXlWXUal naUUaWiYeV. 

2. Budgetary Analysis: A comSaUiVon of SXblic cXlWXUal inYeVWmenW (2010ş2025), 

conYeUWed Wo eXUoV and calcXlaWed SeU caSiWa Wo aVVeVV SUioUiWi]aWion WUendV. 

3. Expert Interview: A Vemi-VWUXcWXUed inWeUYieZ ZiWh a SloYak aUWiVW oĳeUV 

SeUVonal WeVWimon\ on Whe liYed conVeTXenceV of cXlWXUal inVWUXmenWali]aWion and 

Whe V\mbolic Uole of Whe EU. 

4. Discourse Analysis: A focXVed VWXd\ on UecenW conWUoYeUVieV in GeUman\, 

inclXding Whe AfDŖV aWWackV on Whe BaXhaXV and cXlWXUal bXdgeW cXWV in BeUlin, 

UeYealV hoZ cXlWXUe iV SoliWici]ed eYen in SUo-EU conWe[WV. 

The ındingV aUe noW SXUel\ diagnoVWic. In addiWion Wo highlighWing UiVkV, Whe WheViV 

idenWiıeV conVWUXcWiYe alWeUnaWiYeV. EU-VXSSoUWed iniWiaWiYeV like PeUfoUm EXUoSe and Whe 
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EXUoSean PaYilion demonVWUaWe hoZ cXlWXUe can foVWeU ciYic dialogXe, aUWiVWic 

innoYaWion, and a VhaUed EXUoSean idenWiW\. TheVe SUogUamV UeSUeVenW modelV foU a 

moUe acWiYe, SaUWiciSaWoU\, and SlXUaliVWic cXlWXUal goYeUnance. 

 

 

 

1.1 Structure of the Thesis 

The VWUXcWXUe of Whe WheViV XnfoldV aV folloZV: 

Ɣ Chapter 2: Literature Review ş MaSV Whe WheoUeWical foXndaWionV of EXUoSean 

idenWiW\, cXlWXUal goYeUnance, and Whe SoliWical fXncWionV of conWemSoUaU\ aUW. IW 

UeYieZV ke\ VcholaUV inclXding DelanW\, TUiandaf\llidoX, BiVhoS, Yědice, and 

oWheUV, eVWabliVhing Whe conceSWXal lenVeV WhUoXgh Zhich Whe emSiUical anal\ViV iV 

condXcWed. 

Ɣ Chapter 3: Methodology ş OXWlineV Whe TXaliWaWiYe mXlWi-meWhod UeVeaUch 

deVign, jXVWiıeV Whe caVe VWXd\ VelecWion, e[SlainV Whe bXdgeWaU\ aSSUoach, deWailV 

Whe e[SeUW inWeUYieZ SUoWocol, and inWUodXceV Whe diVcoXUVe anal\ViV fUameZoUk. 

Ɣ Chapter 4: Comparative Analysis of Cultural Governance ş E[amineV Whe 

VWUXcWXUal and ideological UoleV of Whe HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV and Whe 

GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion, UeYealing conWUaVWing modelV of 

VWaWeşcXlWXUe UelaWionV. 

Ɣ Chapter 5: Interview-Based Perspective ş PUeVenWV inVighWV fUom a \oXng 

SloYak aUWiVW naYigaWing SoliWical conVWUainWV in heU coXnWU\, oĳeUing a gUoXnded 

SeUVSecWiYe on cXlWXUal UeViVWance and EXUoSean idenWiW\. 

Ɣ Chapter 6: Discourse Analysis in Germany ş Anal\]eV SoliWical UheWoUic and 

media coYeUage of Whe BaXhaXV conWUoYeUV\ and BeUlinŖV cXlWXUal bXdgeW cXWV Wo 

illXVWUaWe hoZ cXlWXUe iV conWeVWed eYen in democUaWic conWe[WV. 
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Ɣ Chapter 7: Culture as a Platform for Dialogue and Engagement ş HighlighWV 

EU-leYel SUogUamV and cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV WhaW SUomoWe ciYic SaUWiciSaWion, 

democUaWic YalXeV, and inWeUcXlWXUal XndeUVWanding. 

Ɣ Chapter 8: Conclusion ş S\nWheVi]eV Whe ındingV, anVZeUV Whe UeVeaUch 

TXeVWion, and oXWlineV Solic\ UecommendaWionV foU VWUengWhening democUaWic 

cXlWXUal goYeUnance in EXUoSe. 

ThiV WheViV aUgXeV WhaW cXlWXUe doeVn'W jXVW VhoZ SoliWical change, iW helSV cUeaWe iW. To 

keeS Whe EXUoSean Union VWUong, diYeUVe, and Xniıed, iW needV Wo VXSSoUW cXlWXUal 

SolicieV WhaW encoXUage oSenneVV, SaUWiciSaWion, and VhaUed ideaV. 

 

 

11 



2. Literature Review 

2.1 Introduction 

The TXeVWion of EXUoSean idenWiW\ haV gained XUgenc\ amid UiVing naWionaliVm, 

fUagmenWaWion, and challengeV Wo EU coheVion. While ofWen SeUceiYed aV an economic oU 

SoliWical Xnion, Whe EXUoSean SUojecW alVo UelieV on VhaUed cXlWXUal naUUaWiYeV. CXlWXUe, 

eVSeciall\ in Whe foUm of conWemSoUaU\ aUW, can oĳeU emoWional and V\mbolic gUoXnding 

foU XniW\, SlXUaliVm, and fUeedom. ThiV UeYieZ maSV Whe WheoUeWical and emSiUical 

liWeUaWXUe on EXUoSean idenWiW\, cXlWXUal goYeUnance, and Whe Uole of conWemSoUaU\ aUW. IW 

la\V Whe foXndaWion foU anal\]ing hoZ cXlWXUe can coXnWeU e[clXVionaU\ naUUaWiYeV and 

VXSSoUW Whe coUe YalXeV of Whe EU. 

2.2 European Identity: Historical and Conceptual Roots 

GeUaUd DelanW\ (1995), in Inventing Europe: Idea, Identity, Reality, SUeVenWV EXUoSe aV 

a hiVWoUicall\ conVWUXcWed and conWeVWed idea VhaSed WhUoXgh SUoceVVeV of inclXVion and 

e[clXVion. HiV aUgXmenW WhaW EXUoSe VhoXld be jXdged b\ hoZ iW WUeaWV minoUiWieV and 

foVWeUV collecWiYe UeVSonVibiliW\ foUmV a cUiWical noUmaWiYe anchoU foU WhiV WheViV. Anna 

TUiandaf\llidoX, in heU chaSWeU in Migration in the European Union (2009), e[amineV 

Whe comSle[ UelaWionVhiS beWZeen VXSUanaWional idenWiW\ and naWional inWeUeVWV, 

SaUWicXlaUl\ XndeU Whe SUeVVXUeV of migUaWion and inWegUaWion. Monica SaVVaWelliŖV 

Becoming Europeans (2009) inYeVWigaWeV hoZ EU cXlWXUal iniWiaWiYeV VXch aV Whe 

EXUoSean CaSiWal of CXlWXUe SUogUamme SUomoWe a SeUfoUmaWiYe, e[SeUience-baVed 

idenWiW\ UooWed in diYeUViW\ and SaUWiciSaWion. TheVe VcholaUV demonVWUaWe WhaW EXUoSean 

idenWiW\ iV noW VWaWic bXW conVWanWl\ negoWiaWed WhUoXgh V\mbolic, Vocial, and SoliWical 

SUoceVVeV. 
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2.3 Culture, Contemporary Art, and Political Narratives 

ClaiUe BiVhoS (2012), in Artiıcial Hells, and GUanW KeVWeU (2004), in Conversation 

Pieces, anal\]e SaUWiciSaWoU\ and commXniW\-baVed aUW aV foUmV of ciYic engagemenW 

and UeViVWance. TheiU ZoUk VXSSoUWV WhiV WheViV'V claim WhaW conWemSoUaU\ aUW Sla\V an 

acWiYe SoliWical Uole in VhaSing inclXViYe SXblic diVcoXUVe. GeoUge Yědice (2003), in The 

Expediency of Culture, e[SandV WhiV YieZ b\ fUaming cXlWXUe aV a UeVoXUce ZhoVe 

legiWimac\ incUeaVingl\ deSendV on iWV Vocial and SoliWical XWiliW\. YXdhiVhWhiU Raj IVaU 

(2015) alVo cUiWiTXeV Whe EUŖV inconViVWenW VXSSoUW foU cUiWical oU diVVenWing aUW, 

highlighWing Whe WenVion beWZeen V\mbolic endoUVemenW of SlXUaliVm and Whe VWUXcWXUal 

limiWaWionV of Solic\ imSlemenWaWion. TheVe conWUibXWionV illXVWUaWe hoZ aUWiVWic 

SUacWiceV can eiWheU UeinfoUce oU challenge Whe dominanW SoliWical naUUaWiYeV of EXUoSean 

idenWiW\.f 

 

2.4 Culture, Populism, and the Crisis of European Values 

RecenW VcholaUVhiS on SoSXliVm SUoYideV eVVenWial conWe[W foU XndeUVWanding hoZ 

cXlWXUe haV become a SoliWical baWWlegUoXnd. CaV MXdde (2007), in Populist Radical 

Right Parties in Europe, and Benjamin MoĴWW (2016), in The Global Rise of Populism, 

aUgXe WhaW SoSXliVm oSeUaWeV aV a SoliWical VW\le WhaW SolaUi]eV VocieW\ b\ SoViWioning 

"Whe SeoSle" againVW SeUceiYed eliWeV and oXWVideUV. ThiV naUUaWiYe fUeTXenWl\ WaUgeWV Whe 

EUŖV cXlWXUal and democUaWic YalXeV. RXWh Wodak and Salomi BoXkala (2015), in WheiU 

aUWicle European Identities and the Revival of Nationalism in the EU, VhoZ hoZ 

langXage and diVcoXUVe aUe XVed b\ naWionaliVW acWoUV Wo UeVhaSe SXblic SeUceSWionV of 

belonging and legiWimac\. Homi Bhabha (1994), in The Location of Culture, oĳeUV a 

WheoUeWical lenV foU XndeUVWanding idenWiW\ aV h\bUid and negoWiaWed, UaWheU Whan ı[ed. 

HiV emShaViV on cXlWXUal ambiYalence and Whe "WhiUd VSace" helSV conWe[WXali]e Whe EUŖV 

aWWemSWV Wo foVWeU XniW\ ZiWhoXW eUaVing diĳeUence. 
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2.5 Summary 

The liWeUaWXUe UeYieZed heUe XndeUVcoUeV Whe cenWUaliW\ of cXlWXUe in Whe foUmaWion and 

conWeVWaWion of EXUoSean idenWiW\. While EU inVWiWXWionV SUomoWe a YiVion of ŗXniW\ in 

diYeUViW\,Ř SoliWical foUceV ZiWh aXWhoUiWaUian oU e[clXVionaU\ WendencieV incUeaVingl\ 

inVWUXmenWali]e cXlWXUe Wo aVVeUW naUUoZ deıniWionV of naWional idenWiW\. AW Whe Vame 

Wime, conWemSoUaU\ aUW and cUiWical cXlWXUal SUacWiceV haYe Whe SoWenWial Wo defend 

democUaWic YalXeV and cUeaWe VSace foU SlXUaliVm. ThiV UeYieZ SUoYideV Whe conceSWXal 

and WheoUeWical baViV foU Whe emSiUical anal\ViV WhaW folloZV, inclXding caVe VWXdieV of Whe 

HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV and Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion, aV Zell aV a 

diVcoXUVe anal\ViV of Whe UecenW BaXhaXV conWUoYeUV\ in GeUman\. 
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3. Methodology 

 

3.1 Research Design and Strategy 

ThiV WheViV adoSWV a TXaliWaWiYe, mXlWi-meWhod UeVeaUch deVign Wo e[amine hoZ cXlWXUal 

Solic\ and SXblic inVWiWXWionV inĲXence Whe defenVe of EXUoSean YalXeV VXch aV 

SlXUaliVm, fUeedom, and XniW\ in Whe face of gUoZing naWionaliVW naUUaWiYeV.  

The cenWUal UeVeaUch TXeVWion of WhiV WheViV iV: 

How can contemporary culture and art strengthen European unity, independence, 

and pluralism amidst rising nationalist narratives? 

ThiV TXeVWion emeUgeV fUom a gUoZing SaUado[ ZiWhin Whe EXUoSean Union: Zhile 

naWionaliVW goYeUnmenWV acWiYel\ inYeVW in cXlWXUal SolicieV Wo SUomoWe e[clXVionaU\ 

idenWiW\ naUUaWiYeV, man\ ZeVWeUn EXUoSean goYeUnmenWV haYe UedXced cXlWXUal fXnding, 

eYen Zhile SUomoWing SlXUaliVm and inWegUaWion in SUinciSle. AV Whe liWeUaWXUe VhoZV, 

cXlWXUe iV a ViWe of SoZeU, noW neXWUaliW\. IW VhaSeV idenWiW\, SoliWical SeUceSWion, and 

Vocial coheVion. YeW in man\ SlXUaliVWic EU-VWaWeV, iW UemainV an XndeUXVed Wool foU 

defending coUe democUaWic YalXeV. 

ThiV WheViV fUameV cXlWXUe noW meUel\ aV heUiWage oU VofW SoZeU, bXW aV a VWUaWegic 

mediXm foU dialogXe, idenWiW\ foUmaWion, and UeViVWance. IW bXildV on Whe aVVXmSWion WhaW 

cXlWXUal VSaceV (eVSeciall\ in Whe foUm of conWemSoUaU\ aUW) can cUeaWe SlaWfoUmV foU 

SlXUaliVm, inclXVion, and democUaWic engagemenW in an incUeaVingl\ diYided EXUoSe. 
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To VXSSoUW WhiV inYeVWigaWion, WhUee VXb-TXeVWionV Zill be e[SloUed: 

1. HoZ do naWionaliVW goYeUnmenWV like HXngaU\ XVe cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV Wo 

SUomoWe e[clXViYe idenWiW\ naUUaWiYeV and conVolidaWe SoliWical SoZeU? 

2. In ZhaW Za\V doeV cXlWXUal XndeUinYeVWmenW in SUo-EXUoSean democUacieV, 

SaUWicXlaUl\ GeUman\, Zeaken democUaWic UeVilience and SlXUaliVm? 

3. HoZ can EU-fXnded cXlWXUal iniWiaWiYeV and ciYic cXlWXUal VSaceV foVWeU 

democUaWic SaUWiciSaWion, SlXUaliVm, and a VhaUed EXUoSean idenWiW\? 

The meWhodological aSSUoach dUaZV on comSaUaWiYe caVe VWXd\ anal\ViV, bXdgeW daWa 

eYalXaWion, a TXaliWaWiYe e[SeUW inWeUYieZ, and a focXVed diVcoXUVe anal\ViV. ThiV 

combinaWion enableV a WUiangXlaWed SeUVSecWiYe on Whe V\mbolic, inVWiWXWional, ınancial, 

and SoliWical dimenVionV of cXlWXUal goYeUnance in EXUoSe. 

 

3.2 Institutional and Budgetary Analysis: The Hungarian 

Academy of Arts and   the German Federal Cultural 

Foundation 

The emSiUical coUe of WhiV WheViV conViVWV of a comSaUaWiYe anal\ViV of WZo naWional-leYel 

cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV: The HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV and Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal 

FoXndaWion in GeUman\. TheVe inVWiWXWionV ZeUe VelecWed becaXVe Whe\ UeSUeVenW 

fXndamenWall\ diĳeUenW aSSUoacheV Wo cXlWXUal goYeUnance in Whe EXUoSean Union. One 

iV aligned ZiWh EU-VceSWic naWionaliVm. The oWheU iV gUoXnded in SlXUaliVW democUaWic 

YalXeV. 

Each caVe iV anal\]ed in WZo SaUWV. FiUVW, an inVWiWXWional SUoıle iV deYeloSed b\ 

e[amining Whe foXnding docXmenWV, legal fUameZoUkV, miVVion VWaWemenWV, goYeUnance 

VWUXcWXUeV, and ideological SoViWioning of Whe UeVSecWiYe inVWiWXWionV. ThiV VecWion alVo 

inclXdeV e[amSleV of SUomoWed oU UejecWed SUojecWV and Whe bUoadeU cXlWXUal oU SoliWical 
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conVeTXenceV of WheVe deciVionV, dUaZing on boWh oĴcial VoXUceV and cUiWical 

SeUVSecWiYeV fUom aUWiVWV, SoliWicianV, and VcholaUV. 

Second, a bXdgeW anal\ViV iV condXcWed Wo aVVeVV Whe leYel of VWaWe inYeVWmenW in each 

inVWiWXWion fUom 2010 Wo 2025. The anal\ViV inclXdeV WoWal annXal bXdgeWV, adjXVWmenWV 

foU inĲaWion, and SeU caSiWa cXlWXUal VSending. GUaShV aUe XVed Wo YiVXali]e fXnding 

WUendV and demonVWUaWe hoZ ınancial VXSSoUW UeĲecWV SoliWical SUioUiWieV oYeU Wime. 

PaUWicXlaU aWWenWion iV giYen Wo momenWV of incUeaVed oU decUeaVed inYeVWmenW. ThiV 

helSV illXVWUaWe Whe SoliWical inVWUXmenWali]aWion of cXlWXUe WhUoXgh VWaWe fXnding. 

B\ VeSaUaWing Whe legal and VWUXcWXUal anal\ViV fUom Whe ınancial dimenVion, WhiV dXal 

meWhod highlighWV hoZ V\mbolic and maWeUial goYeUnance oSeUaWe in SaUallel. IW alVo 

alloZV foU a VhaUSeU comSaUiVon beWZeen HXngaU\ and GeUman\. The anal\ViV VhoZV 

noW onl\ hoZ each coXnWU\ deıneV and manageV cXlWXUe, bXW alVo hoZ VeUioXVl\ Whe\ 

inYeVW in iW aV a VWUaWegic domain. 

3.3 Expert Interview 

To deeSen Whe emSiUical SeUVSecWiYe and inWUodXce a VXbjecWiYe dimenVion, Whe UeVeaUch 

incoUSoUaWeV a Vemi-VWUXcWXUed inWeUYieZ ZiWh a SloYak aUWiVW and acWiYiVW Zho haV 

SXblicl\ commenWed on cXlWXUal deYeloSmenWV in CenWUal EXUoSe. The inWeUYieZ 

SUoYideV inVighWV inWo hoZ aUWiVWV e[SeUience inVWiWXWional SUioUiWieV, Whe VhUinking VSace 

foU cUiWical e[SUeVVion, and Whe V\mbolic Uole of EXUoSean cXlWXUal SUogUamV. The 

inWeUYieZee UeĲecWV on Whe conWUaVW beWZeen UeVWUicWiYe enYiUonmenWV and VXSSoUWiYe 

oneV, SaUWicXlaUl\ in UelaWion Wo SlXUaliVW fXnding bodieV VXch aV Whe GeUman FedeUal 

CXlWXUal FoXndaWion. The inWeUYieZ iV ciWed anon\moXVl\ Wo SUoWecW Whe VSeakeUŖV 

idenWiW\. SelecWed TXoWeV aUe XVed Wo comSlemenW Whe inVWiWXWional and bXdgeWaU\ daWa, 

illXVWUaWing hoZ abVWUacW goYeUnance modelV imSacW indiYidXalV on Whe gUoXnd. 

3.4 Discourse and Media Analysis 

A focXVed diVcoXUVe anal\ViV iV inclXded Wo illXVWUaWe hoZ cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV and YalXeV 

aUe conWeVWed in Whe SXblic VSheUe. ThiV aVSecW of Whe meWhodolog\ e[amineV Whe 2024 Wo 
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2025 SXblic conWUoYeUV\ VXUUoXnding Whe BaXhaXV, in Zhich Whe faU-UighW AlWeUnaWiYe fĞU 

DeXWVchland (AfD) aWWacked Whe BaXhaXV legac\ aV a V\mbol of ŗfailed modeUniW\Ř and 

ŗinhXman aUchiWecWXUe.Ř The eSiVode VeUYeV aV a V\mbolic micUocoVm of bUoadeU 

ideological VWUXggleV oYeU cXlWXUe in GeUman\ and EXUoSe. 

PXblic VWaWemenWV fUom AfD UeSUeVenWaWiYeV, inclXding oĴcial LandWag moWionV and 

VSeecheV b\ HanV-ThomaV TillVchneideU, aUe anal\]ed alongVide UeVSonVeV fUom ke\ 

cXlWXUal ıgXUeV VXch aV BaUbaUa SWeineU, DiUecWoU of SWifWXng BaXhaXV DeVVaX, and 

ClaXdia RoWh, When MiniVWeU of SWaWe foU CXlWXUe. TUanVlaWed TXoWeV aUe XVed Wo 

demonVWUaWe hoZ naWionaliVW acWoUV aWWemSW Wo fUame cXlWXUal heUiWage in e[clXVionaU\ 

WeUmV, Zhile SlXUaliVWic inVWiWXWionV SoViWion iW aV SaUW of a democUaWic and inclXViYe 

idenWiW\. ThiV diVcoXUVe VamSle VXSSoUWV Whe ZideU caVe VWXd\ of   Whe GeUman FedeUal 

CXlWXUal FoXndaWion. IW illXVWUaWeV hoZ SlXUaliVW inVWiWXWionV oSeUaWe XndeU SoliWical 

SUeVVXUe and Zh\ WheiU defenVe iV UeleYanW Wo Whe EUŖV coUe YalXeV. 

3.5 Methodological Rationale 

TogeWheU, Whe VelecWed meWhodV, comSaUaWiYe caVe VWXd\, bXdgeW anal\ViV, e[SeUW 

inWeUYieZ, and diVcoXUVe anal\ViV, oĳeU a la\eUed and conWe[W-VenViWiYe YieZ of cXlWXUal 

goYeUnance in Whe EXUoSean Union. Each meWhod iV choVen Wo highlighW a diĳeUenW 

dimenVion. The caVe VWXd\ focXVeV on VWUXcWXUe. The bXdgeW anal\ViV e[SloUeV ınancial 

commiWmenW. The inWeUYieZ SUoYideV liYed e[SeUience. The diVcoXUVe anal\ViV e[amineV 

V\mbolic conĲicW. ThiV jX[WaSoViWion enhanceV Whe YalidiW\ of Whe ındingV and alloZV Whe 

WheViV Wo moYe be\ond deVcUiSWiYe anal\ViV WoZaUd a noUmaWiYe aUgXmenW. Reclaiming 

and UeinYeVWing in SlXUaliVW cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV iV eVVenWial foU VafegXaUding democUaWic 

YalXeV in an incUeaVingl\ SolaUi]ed EXUoSe. 
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3.6 Limitations and Challenges 

SeYeUal limiWaWionV aSSl\ Wo WhiV UeVeaUch. FiUVW, Whe emSiUical focXV on WZo coXnWUieV and 

inVWiWXWionV meanV WhaW bUoadeU geneUali]aWionV acUoVV Whe EU aUe limiWed. HoZeYeU, 

WheVe caVeV ZeUe delibeUaWel\ VelecWed aV illXVWUaWiYe e[amSleV of ZideU WUendV. Second, 

acceVV Wo inWeUYieZeeV ZaV conVWUained b\ Wime, aYailabiliW\, and Whe VenViWiYiW\ of Whe 

WoSic. ThiV UeVXlWed in a Vingle e[SeUW inWeUYieZ. ThiUd, aV ZiWh all TXaliWaWiYe UeVeaUch, 

inWeUSUeWaWion inYolYeV a degUee of VXbjecWiYiW\. ThiV iV miWigaWed WhUoXgh combinaWion 

acUoVV inVWiWXWional daWa, SXblic diVcoXUVe, and indiYidXal SeUVSecWiYeV. Finall\, Zhile 

cXlWXUal YalXeV aUe inheUenWl\ diĴcXlW Wo TXanWif\, Whe inWegUaWion of bXdgeWaU\ eYidence 

SUoYideV a meaVXUable enWU\ SoinW inWo SoliWical SUioUiWieV. 
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4. Comparative Analysis of Cultural Governance 

Models in Hungary and Germany 

AV Whe EXUoSean Union faceV UiVing ideological SolaUi]aWion and SoliWical fUagmenWaWion, 

cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV haYe become VWUaWegic aUenaV ZheUe naWional naUUaWiYeV, YalXeV, and 

SoliWical agendaV aUe negoWiaWed and conWeVWed. In WhiV conWe[W, Whe Uole of SXblicl\ 

fXnded cXlWXUal bodieV becomeV SaUWicXlaUl\ VigniıcanW, noW onl\ aV YehicleV foU aUWiVWic 

VXSSoUW bXW alVo aV WoolV of V\mbolic goYeUnance. ThiV chaSWeU XndeUWakeV a comSaUaWiYe 

caVe VWXd\ of WZo ke\ inVWiWXWionV: Whe HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV and Whe GeUman 

FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion. TheVe caVeV illXVWUaWe conWUaVWing modelV, an aXWhoUiWaUian, 

cenWUali]ed VWUXcWXUe XVed Wo SUomoWe e[clXVionaU\ naWional idenWiW\ in HXngaU\, and a 

decenWUali]ed, SlXUaliVWic fUameZoUk foVWeUing cUiWical engagemenW and aUWiVWic aXWonom\ 

in GeUman\. 

SecWion 4.1 e[amineV Whe WUanVfoUmaWion of Whe HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV inWo a 

VWaWe-aligned inVWiWXWion ZiWh VWUong SoliWical WieV and a bXdgeW of aSSUo[imaWel\ 10 

billion HUF (ƈ ŭ25 million) SeU \eaU, making iW Whe beVW-fXnded cXlWXUal bod\ in 

HXngaU\. SecWion 4.2 anal\]eV Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion, Zhich oSeUaWeV 

ZiWh an annXal fedeUal bXdgeW of aUoXnd ŭ38ş40 million, commiWWed Wo VXSSoUWing 

diYeUVe, innoYaWiYe, and Vociall\ engaged cXlWXUal SUodXcWion. SecWion 4.3 oĳeUV a diUecW 

inVWiWXWional comSaUiVon, Zhile SecWion 4.4 SUoYideV a bXdgeWaU\ anal\ViV Wo TXanWif\ 

diVSaUiWieV in SXblic inYeVWmenW and VWUaWegic oUienWaWion. Taken WogeWheU, WheVe anal\VeV 

demonVWUaWe hoZ cXlWXUal goYeUnance modelV can eiWheU bolVWeU oU eUode Whe democUaWic 

and SlXUaliVWic idealV Whe EU VeekV Wo SUoWecW. 
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4.1 The Hungarian Academy of Arts: Cultural Control and 

National Identity 

CXlWXUe Sla\V a SiYoWal Uole in VhaSing collecWiYe idenWiW\. In HXngaU\, Whe goYeUnmenW 

XndeU VikWoU OUbÈn haV incUeaVingl\ XVed cXlWXUal Solic\ Wo adYance a naWionaliVW YiVion, 

SUioUiWi]ing WUadiWion, Ueligion, and hiVWoUical heUiWage oYeU SlXUaliVm and diYeUViW\. The 

HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV, gUanWed SXblic-laZ VWaWXV in 2011, VWandV aW Whe heaUW of 

WhiV VWUaWeg\. ThiV VXbchaSWeU oXWlineV Whe legal mandaWeV, inVWiWXWional Uole, and 

ideological oUienWaWion of Whe Academ\, and VhoZV hoZ iW haV come Wo dominaWe 

HXngaU\ŖV cXlWXUal landVcaSe WhUoXgh WaUgeWed VXSSoUW and e[clXVion. 

Legal Mandates and Role  

The HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV ZaV inVWiWXWionali]ed aV a SXblic bod\ WhUoXgh AcW CIX 

of 2011. AccoUding Wo iWV foXnding laZ, iW iV WaVked ZiWh SUeVeUYing naWional cXlWXUe and 

heUiWage, VXSSoUWing aUWiVWic cUeaWion, and honoUing HXngaU\ŖV oXWVWanding aUWiVWV. The 

laZ e[SliciWl\ fUameV WheVe dXWieV in naWional WeUmV, VWaWing WhaW Whe Academ\ Vhall 

"SUoWecW and SUomoWe cXlWXUal YalXeV, SUeVeUYe aUWiVWic and hiVWoUical WUadiWionV, 

VWUengWhen Whe Vocial condiWionV foU high-TXaliW\ aUWiVWic cUeaWion, SUoWecW Whe fUeedom of 

cUeaWiYe ZoUk, and SeUVonall\ honoU oXWVWanding UeSUeVenWaWiYeV of HXngaUian aUW" 

(HXngaUian PaUliamenW 2011, SUeamble, aXWhoUŖV WUanVlaWion). IWV foUmal SoZeUV inclXde 

aZaUding gUanWV, managing cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV, and cooSeUaWing ZiWh naWional SXblic 

media (Ŧ4). 

ThiV legal VWUXcWXUe giYeV iW a  VWaWe-like aXWhoUiW\ oYeU HXngaU\ŖV aUWiVWic ıeld. Unlike 

indeSendenW cXlWXUal foXndaWionV, iW iV embedded in HXngaU\ŖV conVWiWXWional oUdeU and 

e[eUciVeV Zide-Ueaching inĲXence oYeU naWional cXlWXUal Solic\. 
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Institutional Impact: Funded and Excluded Voices 

The foUmal aXWhoUiW\ of Whe The HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV haV WUanVlaWed inWo 

VigniıcanW cXlWXUal inĲXence Vince iWV eleYaWion Wo a SXblic bod\ in 2011. IWV AUWiVWic 

FelloZVhiS PUogUam SUoYideV monWhl\ VWiSendV Wo aSSUo[imaWel\ 100 aUWiVWV each \eaU, 

SUimaUil\ VXSSoUWing SUojecWV WhaW UeĲecW WUadiWionaliVW WhemeV, VXch aV naWional idenWiW\, 

UeligioXV V\mboliVm, and folk heUiWage (xSìWÜV]fĂUXm 2024). In aUchiWecWXUal 

comSeWiWionV, iW VimilaUl\ faYoUV hiVWoUiciVW and heUiWage-baVed deVignV, conWUibXWing Wo a 

cXlWXUal landVcaSe WhaW SUiYilegeV conVeUYaWiYe aeVWheWicV (xSìWÜV]fĂUXm 2024). 

A SiYoWal momenW in iWV conVolidaWion of inVWiWXWional conWUol occXUUed in 2013, Zhen iW 

aVVXmed managemenW of Whe MĢcVaUnok (KXnVWhalle), HXngaU\ŖV leading conWemSoUaU\ 

aUW YenXe. ThiV WakeoYeU SUomSWed VeYeUal cXUaWoUV and diUecWoUV Wo UeVign in SUoWeVW of 

Whe SeUceiYed ideological encUoachmenW. Since When, Whe YenXeŖV SUogUamming haV 

noWiceabl\ VhifWed aZa\ fUom SUogUeVViYe and e[SeUimenWal e[hibiWionV, UeĲecWing Whe 

bUoadeU inVWiWXWional SUefeUence foU confoUmiVW naUUaWiYeV (AUWiVWic FUeedom IniWiaWiYe 

2022, 26ş27). 

CiYil VocieW\ UeSoUWV highlighW hoZ Whe HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWVŖV dominance 

conWUibXWeV Wo a climaWe of e[clXVion foU aUWiVWV engaged in cUiWical oU SlXUaliVWic 

SUacWiceV. The AUWiVWic FUeedom IniWiaWiYe docXmenWV WhaW ŗHXngaUian aUWiVWV WhaW oSSoVe 

Whe goYeUnmenW ınd iW incUeaVingl\ diĴcXlWŠand Vome VSecXlaWe eYen fXWileŠWo eaUn 

VWaWe VXSSoUW ZiWhoXW \ielding Wo goYeUnmenWal demandV and WhXV comSUomiVing WheiU 

aUWiVWic oU SeUVonal inWegUiW\Ř (AUWiVWic FUeedom IniWiaWiYe 2022, 27). The UeSoUW alVo 

noWeV WhaW Whe academ\ Sla\V a deciViYe Uole in VWaWe gUanW commiWWeeV, eĳecWiYel\ 

VhaSing naWional cXlWXUal Solic\ Wo UeĲecW iWV ideological oUienWaWion. ThiV concenWUaWion 

of inĲXence leadV Wo Whe V\VWemaWic maUginali]aWion of diVVenWing YoiceV and foVWeUV a 

cXlWXUe of Velf-cenVoUVhiS, cXUWailing Whe diYeUViW\ and aXWonom\ of HXngaU\ŖV SXblic 

cXlWXUal VSheUe (AUWiVWic FUeedom IniWiaWiYe 2022, 27). 
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Conclusion 

ThUoXgh iWV legal aXWhoUiW\, fXnding SoZeU, and ideological leadeUVhiS, Whe HXngaUian 

Academ\ of AUWV haV become a cenWUal inVWUXmenW in HXngaU\ŖV naWional idenWiW\ 

conVWUXcWion. IW VXSSoUWV aUWiVWV and inVWiWXWionV WhaW UeinfoUce VWaWe-VancWioned naUUaWiYeV 

Zhile e[clXding WhoVe Zho challenge Whem. In doing Vo, iW haV UeVWUXcWXUed HXngaU\ŖV 

cXlWXUal ıeld WoZaUd a moUe homogeneoXV and conWUolled VSaceŠone incUeaVingl\ oXW 

of VWeS ZiWh Whe EUŖV commiWmenW Wo SlXUaliVm, aUWiVWic fUeedom, and democUaWic YalXeV. 

 

 

 

4.2 The Kulturstiftung des Bundes: Democratic Cultural 

Governance 

Introduction 

The GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion UeSUeVenWV a maUkedl\ diĳeUenW model of 

cXlWXUal goYeUnance comSaUed Wo HXngaU\ŖV academ\ of aUWV. EVWabliVhed on 21 MaUch 

2002 aW Whe iniWiaWiYe of Whe FedeUal GoYeUnmenW CommiVVioneU foU CXlWXUe and Whe 

Media, iW ZaV deVigned Wo SUomoWe aUWiVWic innoYaWion and inWeUnaWional cooSeUaWion, 

Zhile mainWaining indeSendence fUom diUecW SoliWical conWUol deVSiWe being SXblicl\ 

fXnded (KXlWXUVWifWXng deV BXndeV 2022; CUeaWiYe CiW\ BeUlin 2023). Financed b\ Whe 

FedeUal GoYeUnmenW CommiVVioneU foU CXlWXUe and Whe Media,   Whe GeUman FedeUal 

CXlWXUal FoXndaWion UeceiYed aSSUo[imaWel\ ŭ37.8 million in 2024 Wo VXSSoUW cXlWXUal 

SUojecWV WhaW UeĲecW democUaWic YalXeV VXch aV SlXUaliVm, diYeUViW\, and fUeedom of 

e[SUeVVion (KXlWXUVWifWXng deV BXndeV 2024). ThiV VecWion anal\]eV Whe legal 

foXndaWionV, inVWiWXWional imSacW, and cXlWXUal naUUaWiYeV adYanced b\   Whe GeUman 
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FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion, emShaVi]ing hoZ Whe foXndaWion UeĲecWV and UeinfoUceV Whe 

EXUoSean UnionŖV YalXeV ZiWhin GeUman\ŖV fedeUal goYeUnance fUameZoUk. 

 

Legal Mandates and Structural Autonomy 

  The GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWionZaV eVWabliVhed on MaUch 21, 2002, aV a 

legall\ indeSendenW foXndaWion XndeU GeUman ciYil laZ (rechtsfËhige Stiftung des 

bĞrgerlichen Rechts) b\ Whe FedeUal GoYeUnmenW CommiVVioneU foU CXlWXUe and Whe 

Media (KXlWXUVWifWXng deV BXndeV 2022). UndeU iWV chaUWeU (Ŧ 2),   Whe GeUman FedeUal 

CXlWXUal FoXndaWionV miVVion iV Wo SUomoWe aUW and cXlWXUe ZiWhin Whe fedeUal 

goYeUnmenW'V comSeWence, ZiWh VSecial emShaViV on innoYaWiYe SUojecWV ZiWh an 

inWeUnaWional oUienWaWion (KXlWXUVWifWXng deV BXndeV 2022). 

In conWUaVW Wo Whe HXngaUian model,   Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion doeV noW 

fXnd cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV diUecWl\, bXW oSeUaWeV enWiUel\ on SUojecW-baVed gUanWV aZaUded 

WhUoXgh WUanVSaUenW, comSeWiWiYe SUoceVVeV. FXnding deciVionV folloZ a WieUed VWUXcWXUe: 

Whe E[ecXWiYe BoaUd aSSUoYeV SUojecWV UeTXeVWing beWZeen ŭ50,000 and ŭ250,000, baVed 

on UecommendaWionV fUom indeSendenW e[SeUW jXUieV. GUanWV oYeU ŭ250,000 aUe decided 

b\ Whe BoaUd of TUXVWeeV afWeU jXU\ UeYieZ (KXlWXUVWifWXng deV BXndeV 2017). 

The foXndaWionŖV goYeUnance iV VWUXcWXUed Wo enVXUe balanced, non-SaUWiVan 

deciVion-making. IW iV oYeUVeen b\ a BoaUd of TUXVWeeV (SWifWXngVUaW), an E[ecXWiYe 

BoaUd (VoUVWand), and an AdYiVoU\ CommiWWee (BeiUaW). The jXUieV aUe comSoVed of 

e[SeUWV acUoVV aUWiVWic diVciSlineV, condXcWing WheiU eYalXaWionV in cloVed VeVVionV 

(KXlWXUVWifWXng deV BXndeV 2017). 

Institutional Impact and Artistic Consequences 

  Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion Sla\V a SiYoWal Uole in GeUman\ŖV cXlWXUal 

Solic\ landVcaSe b\ fXnding SUojecWV WhaW addUeVV SUeVVing VocieWal challengeV and 

XShold democUaWic YalXeV. Since iWV foXnding in 2002,   Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal 

FoXndaWion haV VXSSoUWed oYeU 4,000 cXlWXUal iniWiaWiYeV acUoVV GeUman\ and EXUoSe 
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(KXlWXUVWifWXng deV BXndeV n.d.). Among Whem iV ankommen ş auskommen, a 

collaboUaWion ZiWh CaUiWaV and Whe HellZeg-MXVeXm Unna WhaW e[SloUed WhemeV of 

migUaWion and XUban diYeUViW\ WhUoXgh SaUWiciSaWoU\ aUW. AnoWheU noWable iniWiaWiYe, 

Examples to Follow!, iV a WUaYeling e[hibiWion VhoZcaVing ZoUkV aW Whe inWeUVecWion of 

aUWiVWic e[SeUimenWaWion and enYiUonmenWal VXVWainabiliW\ (KXlWXUVWifWXng deV BXndeV 

n.d.). 

DeVSiWe WhiV SlXUaliVWic YiVion, VWUXcWXUal limiWaWionV e[iVW.   The GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal 

FoXndaWion'V annXal bXdgeW iV aSSUo[imaWel\ ŭ37.8 million, enWiUel\ fXnded b\ Whe 

FedeUal GoYeUnmenW CommiVVioneU foU CXlWXUe and Whe Media (KXlWXUVWifWXng deV 

BXndeV 2024; TageVVSiegel 2023). IWV fXnding model UeTXiUeV a minimXm SUojecW bXdgeW 

of ŭ50,000, and aSSlicanWV mXVW VecXUe aW leaVW 20% co-ınancing, a condiWion WhaW can 

SoVe challengeV foU VmalleU oU gUaVVUooWV oUgani]aWionV (KXlWXUVWifWXng deV BXndeV 

2024). NeYeUWheleVV, Whe VelecWion SUoceVV UelieV on indeSendenW, e[SeUW jXUieV, and 

fXnding deciVionV aUe gXided b\ cUiWeUia of innoYaWion, UeleYance, and SXblic 

engagemenW, UaWheU Whan ideological alignmenW. 

Cultural Narratives and EU Value Alignment 

The GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion embUaceV democUaWic idenWiW\-bXilding 

WhUoXgh SlXUaliVWic cXlWXUal naUUaWiYeV. RaWheU Whan SUomoWing a VingXlaU naWional 

idenWiW\, iW fXndV SUojecWV WhaW foVWeU dialogXe, inWeUdiVciSlinaUiW\, and engagemenW ZiWh 

XUgenW VocieWal iVVXeV, UeĲecWing Whe YalXeV enVhUined in AUWicle 2 of Whe TUeaW\ on 

EXUoSean Union (EXUoSean Union 2012). 

One ĲagVhiS iniWiaWiYe, Whe 360Ɠ ş FXnd foU NeZ CiW\ CXlWXUeV, laXnched in 2018, haV 

VXSSoUWed 39 cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV, inclXding mXVeXmV, libUaUieV, oUcheVWUaV, and WheaWeUV, 

ZiWh oYeU ŭ13.9 million in fXnding. The SUogUam helSV WheVe inVWiWXWionV become moUe 

inclXViYe and beWWeU UeĲecW Whe diYeUViW\ of WheiU XUban SoSXlaWionV b\ engaging ZiWh 

immigUanW commXniWieV and inWegUaWing inWeUcXlWXUal SeUVSecWiYeV (NaWXU Xnd MenVch 

2023). 
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SimilaUl\, Whe Sik ş PUogUamme foU InclXViYe AUWiVWic PUacWice, laXnched in 2022, 

SUoYideV ŭ3.9 million oYeU foXU \eaUV Wo VeYen SaUWneUVhiSV beWZeen cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV 

and diVabiliW\ adYocac\ oUgani]aWionV. IW aimV Wo imSUoYe acceVVibiliW\, SUomoWe 

inclXViYe leadeUVhiS, and VXSSoUW Whe SaUWiciSaWion of aUWiVWV ZiWh diVabiliWieV in Whe 

SXblic cXlWXUal VSheUe (KXlWXUVWifWXng deV BXndeV 2024). 

InWeUnall\, Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion UelieV on indeSendenW e[SeUW jXUieV 

and a WUanVSaUenW deciVion-making VWUXcWXUe Wo eYalXaWe SUojecW SUoSoValV. ThiV 

goYeUnance model helSV enVXUe WhaW fXnding iV baVed on aUWiVWic meUiW, Vocial UeleYance, 

and innoYaWion - UaWheU Whan SoliWical ideolog\. In conWUaVW Wo ideologicall\ aligned 

inVWiWXWionV like Whe HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV, Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal 

FoXndaWion e[emSliıeV a SaUWiciSaWoU\ and oSen model of cXlWXUal goYeUnance. 

 

Conclusion 

The KXlWXUVWifWXng deV BXndeV e[emSliıeV democUaWic cXlWXUal goYeUnance UooWed in 

WUanVSaUenc\, SlXUaliVm, and aUWiVWic meUiW. ThUoXgh iWV VWUXcWXUall\ indeSendenW deVign 

and inclXViYe fXnding VWUaWegieV, iW oĳeUV an inVWiWXWional model WhaW alignV cloVel\ ZiWh 

Whe EUŖV coUe YalXeV. While UeVoXUce conVWUainWV and acceVV WhUeVholdV Uemain 

challengeV,   Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWionŖV imSacW demonVWUaWeV WhaW 

aUmŖV-lengWh cXlWXUal goYeUnance can VXSSoUW boWh aUWiVWic e[cellence and democUaWic 

UeVilience. 

4.3 Comparative Analysis: The Hungarian Academy of Arts 

vs.   The German Federal Cultural Foundation 

ThiV VecWion oĳeUV a VWUXcWXUed comSaUiVon beWZeen Whe HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV 

and Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion. While boWh inVWiWXWionV Sla\ SUominenW 

UoleV in WheiU UeVSecWiYe coXnWUieV' cXlWXUal goYeUnance, Whe\ embod\ VhaUSl\ conWUaVWing 

modelV. ThiV anal\ViV focXVeV on ıYe dimenVionV: goYeUnance VWUXcWXUe and SoliWical 

alignmenW; fXnding VWUaWeg\ and cXlWXUal inYeVWmenW; aUWiVWic fUeedom and inclXVion; 
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cXlWXUal naUUaWiYeV and idenWiW\-bXilding; and alignmenW ZiWh EXUoSean Union (EU) 

YalXeV. 

Governance Structure and Political Alignment 

The HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV oSeUaWeV aV a SXblic inVWiWXWion embedded in HXngaU\ŖV 

conVWiWXWional fUameZoUk, haYing gained SXblic-laZ VWaWXV WhUoXgh AcW CIX of 2011 and 

laWeU conVWiWXWional UecogniWion in Whe 2012 FXndamenWal LaZ. ThiV VWaWXV gUanWV iW 

VXbVWanWial aXWhoUiW\ and inĲXence oYeU naWional cXlWXUal Solic\. IWV leadeUVhiS iV 

comSoVed of Velf-VelecWing membeUV, man\ of Zhom align ZiWh Whe goYeUnmenWŖV 

naWionaliVW ideolog\. The Academ\ haV VecXUed UeSUeVenWaWion on majoU cXlWXUal boaUdV 

and fXnding jXUieV, eĳecWiYel\ inWegUaWing iW inWo Whe VWaWeŖV aSSaUaWXV of cXlWXUal 

goYeUnance. 

B\ conWUaVW,   Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion iV a ciYil-laZ foXndaWion 

eVWabliVhed in 2002 b\ Whe GeUman fedeUal goYeUnmenW. IW iV goYeUned b\ an 

indeSendenW BoaUd of TUXVWeeV and adYiVed b\ e[SeUW jXUieV. ThiV aUmV-lengWh 

goYeUnance model enVXUeV SlXUaliVm, WUanVSaUenc\, and SUoWecWion fUom diUecW SoliWical 

inWeUfeUence. The foXndaWionŖV VWUaWegic gXidelineV aUe VhaSed WhUoXgh conVenVXV among 

VWakeholdeUV fUom fedeUal, VWaWe, mXniciSal, and ciYil VocieW\ VecWoUV, UeĲecWing 

GeUman\ŖV fedeUal and democUaWic VWUXcWXUe. 

Funding Strategy and Cultural Investment 

The HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV UeceiYeV VXbVWanWial and VWeadil\ incUeaVing VWaWe 

fXnding. FUom ŭ8 million in 2012, iWV bXdgeW UoVe Wo oYeU ŭ24 million b\ 2019, enabling 

iW Wo fXnd ideologicall\ aligned aUWiVWV and SUojecWV. IWV ınancial VWUXcWXUe inclXdeV 

life-long VWiSendV foU membeUV, managemenW of majoU cXlWXUal YenXeV, and a dominanW 

Uole in gUanW allocaWion. ThiV concenWUaWion of UeVoXUceV haV been XVed Wo SUomoWe a 

coheViYe naWionaliVW cXlWXUal naUUaWiYe and maUginali]e diVVenWing YoiceV. 

In conWUaVW,   Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion oSeUaWeV ZiWh an annXal bXdgeW of 

aUoXnd ŭ37.8 million (aV of 2024), allocaWed WhUoXgh comSeWiWiYe, jXU\-UeYieZed 

SUoceVVeV. IWV fXnding VXSSoUWV Wime-limiWed, SUojecW-baVed iniWiaWiYeV WhaW encoXUage 
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aUWiVWic innoYaWion, Vocial inclXVion, and inWeUnaWional collaboUaWion. The foXndaWionŖV 

fXnding model aYoidV cUeaWing SeUmanenW deSendencieV and inVWead VeekV Wo VWimXlaWe a 

diYeUVe cXlWXUal ecoV\VWem WhUoXgh oSen callV and VWUaWegic SUogUamV. 

Artistic Freedom and Inclusion 

AUWiVWic fUeedom XndeU Whe HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV iV conVWUained b\ ideological 

gaWekeeSing. The inVWiWXWion VXSSoUWV aUWiVWV and SUojecWV WhaW UeĲecW WUadiWional, naWional, 

and UeligioXV YalXeV, Zhile maUginali]ing WhoVe SeUceiYed aV cUiWical, libeUal, oU 

e[SeUimenWal. PXblic VWaWemenWV b\ iWV leadeUVhiS haYe oSenl\ diVmiVVed SlXUaliVm, and 

aUWiVWV Zho do noW confoUm Wo Whe dominanW naUUaWiYe ofWen VWUXggle Wo VecXUe fXnding oU 

YiVibiliW\. 

ConYeUVel\,   Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion acWiYel\ SUomoWeV aUWiVWic fUeedom 

and inclXVion. FXnding deciVionV aUe baVed on meUiW, innoYaWion, and UeleYance UaWheU 

Whan ideolog\. The foXndaWion UXnV WaUgeWed SUogUamV Wo enhance acceVV foU 

XndeUUeSUeVenWed gUoXSV, VXch aV Whe ŗ360Ɠ FXnd foU NeZ CiW\ CXlWXUeVŘ and Whe ŗSikŘ 

SUogUam foU inclXViYe aUWiVWic SUacWice. ThiV inclXViYe aSSUoach enVXUeV WhaW cXlWXUal 

SaUWiciSaWion iV Zidel\ acceVVible, and WhaW diYeUVe YoiceV aUe UeSUeVenWed in Whe SXblic 

VSheUe. 

 

Cultural Narratives and Identity-Building 

The HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV Sla\V a cenWUal Uole in conVWUXcWing a homogeni]ed 

naWional idenWiW\ UooWed in heUiWage, Ueligion, and WUadiWionaliVm. IWV e[hibiWionV, 

felloZVhiSV, and comSeWiWionV UeinfoUce a naUUoZ YiVion of HXngaUian cXlWXUe aligned 

ZiWh goYeUnmenW ideolog\. ThiV aSSUoach VXSSoUWV a bUoadeU SoliWical SUojecW of cXlWXUal 

hegemon\ and naWional UedeıniWion. 

  The GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion, in conWUaVW, foVWeUV naUUaWiYeV of democUaWic 

engagemenW, global UeVSonVibiliW\, and cXlWXUal SlXUaliW\. IW fXndV SUojecWV WhaW e[SloUe 

migUaWion, climaWe change, and digiWal WUanVfoUmaWion, SoViWioning cXlWXUe aV a mediXm 
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foU cUiWical UeĲecWion UaWheU Whan naWion-bXilding. The foXndaWionŖV emShaViV on 

dialogXe, e[SeUimenWaWion, and h\bUidiW\ XndeUVcoUeV iWV commiWmenW Wo a SlXUaliVWic 

cXlWXUal idenWiW\ WhaW eYolYeV WhUoXgh SaUWiciSaWion and e[change. 

Alignment with European Union Values 

The HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV VWUXcWXUe and SUacWiceV VWand in WenVion ZiWh Whe EUŖV 

foXndaWional YalXeV, SaUWicXlaUl\ fUeedom of e[SUeVVion, eTXaliW\, and SlXUaliVm. ReSoUWV 

b\ oUgani]aWionV VXch aV Whe AUWiVWic FUeedom IniWiaWiYe and Whe EXUoSean Alliance of 

AcademieV haYe highlighWed conceUnV oYeU inVWiWXWional caSWXUe and cenVoUVhiS in 

HXngaU\ŖV cXlWXUal VecWoU. The HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV dominance and ideological 

e[clXViYiW\ XndeUmine Whe EUŖV eĳoUWV Wo SUomoWe cXlWXUal diYeUViW\ and democUaWic 

engagemenW. 

  The GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion alignV cloVel\ ZiWh EU YalXeV. IWV goYeUnance 

and fXnding SUacWiceV UeĲecW WUanVSaUenc\, inclXViYiW\, and UeVSecW foU hXman UighWV. The 

foXndaWion VXSSoUWV cUoVV-boUdeU SUojecWV, inWeUcXlWXUal dialogXe, and Vociall\ engaged 

aUW, all of Zhich UeVonaWe ZiWh Whe EUŖV YiVion of ŗXniW\ in diYeUViW\.Ř IW demonVWUaWeV 

hoZ naWional cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV can conWUibXWe Wo democUaWic UeVilience and EXUoSean 

coheVion. 

Concluding Reflection 

The HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV and Whe KXlWXUVWifWXng deV BXndeV UeSUeVenW WZo 

oSSoVing SaUadigmV of cXlWXUal goYeUnance. The HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV 

e[emSliıeV cenWUali]ed, ideologicall\ dUiYen conWUol, XVing cXlWXUe Wo UeinfoUce a naUUoZ 

naWionaliVW idenWiW\.   The GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion, b\ conWUaVW, illXVWUaWeV a 

decenWUali]ed, democUaWic model WhaW XSholdV aUWiVWic fUeedom, SlXUaliVm, and Vocial 

inclXVion. TheVe diYeUgenW aSSUoacheV highlighW bUoadeU SoliWical WenVionV ZiWhin Whe EU 

and XndeUVcoUe Whe Uole of cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV in VhaSing democUaWic fXWXUeV. The 

conWUaVW beWZeen Whe HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV and   Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal 

FoXndaWion VeUYeV aV a comSelling illXVWUaWion of Whe VWakeV inYolYed in cXlWXUal Solic\: 
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ZheWheU iW iV Zielded aV a Wool of conWUol oU nXUWXUed aV a VSace foU dialogXe and 

diYeUViW\. 

4.4 Budget Analysis and Funding Trends 

ThiV VecWion anal\]eV Whe long-WeUm fXnding SaWWeUnV of Whe HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV 

in HXngaU\ and   Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion in GeUman\ beWZeen 2010 and 

2025. B\ comSaUing WheiU annXal SXblic fXnding on a SeU caSiWa baViV and conYeUWing all 

ıgXUeV Wo eXUoV, Whe anal\ViV oĳeUV a cleaU, TXanWiıed UeĲecWion of each VWaWeŖV 

SUioUiWi]aWion of cXlWXUal inYeVWmenW ZiWhin WheiU bUoadeU goYeUnance modelV. 

Methodology and Data Sources 

The fXnding daWa SUeVenWed in WhiV chaSWeU iV deUiYed diUecWl\ fUom oĴcial naWional 

VoXUceV. FoU HXngaU\, ıgXUeV ZeUe dUaZn fUom Whe cenWUal bXdgeW laZV SXbliVhed 

annXall\ in Whe Magyar Ką]ląny, VSeciıcall\ fUom Whe anne[eV oXWlining aSSUoSUiaWionV 

Wo The HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV(e.g., 2011. ÜYi CLXXXVIII. WąUYÜn\, 1. mellÜkleW; 

2024. ÜYi XC. WąUYÜn\, 1. mellÜkleW). TheVe VoXUceV UecoUd Whe SUeciVe \eaUl\ allocaWionV 

Wo Whe Academ\ fUom 2012 onZaUdV, Vince Whe inVWiWXWion onl\ gained SXblic-laZ VWaWXV 

aW Whe end of 2011 (AnnXal BXdgeW AllocaWionV Wo Whe HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV 

2010ş2025). 

FoU GeUman\, annXal bXdgeW ıgXUeV foU   Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion ZeUe 

UeWUieYed fUom Whe FedeUal GoYeUnmenWŖV Bundeshaushalt (BXdgeW PlanV), VSeciıcall\ 

fUom Whe FedeUal GoYeUnmenW CommiVVioneU foU CXlWXUe and Whe MediaŖV Ein]elSlan 

(bXdgeW chaSWeU) ZheUe inVWiWXWional VXSSoUW foU   Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal 

FoXndaWion iV liVWed (JahUeVbXdgeWV deU KXlWXUVWifWXng deV BXndeV 2010ş2025). TheVe 

nXmbeUV aUe baVed on oĴcial enWUieV and haYe been cUoVV-YeUiıed XVing   Whe GeUman 

FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion SXblicl\ acceVVible annXal UeSoUWV. 

To enable a meaningfXl comSaUiVon, Whe oUiginal HXngaUian FoUinW (HUF) ıgXUeV ZeUe 

conYeUWed Wo eXUoV XVing Whe aYeUage e[change UaWe SeU \eaU. BoWh coXnWUieVŖ annXal 
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allocaWionV ZeUe When diYided b\ WheiU naWional SoSXlaWion foU Whe coUUeVSonding \eaU, 

baVed on EXUoVWaW ıgXUeV, Wo deWeUmine SeU caSiWa cXlWXUal fXnding. 

 

Key Findings: Comparative Per Capita Investment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Annual Per Capita Cultural Funding in Euros (The Hungarian Academy of 

Arts vs.  The German Federal Cultural Foundation, 2010ş2025) 

 

AV YiVXali]ed in Whe gUaSh SUoYided in WhiV VecWion, HXngaU\ conViVWenWl\ allocaWeV 

VigniıcanWl\ moUe SeU caSiWa fXnding Wo The HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV Whan GeUman\ 

doeV Wo   Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion. ThiV diVSaUiW\ iV noW onl\ conViVWenW 

oYeU Whe obVeUYed SeUiod bXW gUoZV moUe SUonoXnced in UecenW \eaUV. B\ 2024, Whe 

Academ\ UeceiYeV moUe Whan foXU WimeV Whe SeU caSiWa fXnding of   Whe GeUman FedeUal 

CXlWXUal FoXndaWion, deVSiWe GeUman\ŖV bUoadeU economic caSaciW\ and SoSXlaWion Vi]e. 

ThiV ınancial imbalance UeĲecWV deeSeU VWUXcWXUal and VWUaWegic diYeUgenceV. The 

HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV beneıWV fUom SUiYileged SoliWical VWaWXV and geneUoXV VWaWe 

VXSSoUW aV SaUW of a delibeUaWe cXlWXUal VWUaWeg\ aligned ZiWh Whe goYeUnmenWŖV naWional 

idenWiW\ agenda. In conWUaVW,   Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWionŖV UelaWiYel\ 
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modeVW and ofWen ĲXcWXaWing fXnding indicaWeV a moUe conVWUained and UeacWiYe aSSUoach 

Wo cXlWXUal inYeVWmenW. NoWabl\, GeUman cXlWXUal Solic\ UemainV fUagmenWed acUoVV 

fedeUal, VWaWe, and mXniciSal leYelV, and inVWiWXWionV like   Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal 

FoXndaWion do noW hold Whe Vame V\mbolic oU SoliWical cenWUaliW\ aV Whe Whe HXngaUian 

Academ\ of AUWV doeV in HXngaU\. 

Implications and Interpretation 

The bXdgeW anal\ViV XndeUVcoUeV Whe  cenWUal SaUado[  in EXUoSean cXlWXUal goYeUnance: 

coXnWUieV WhaW VWUongl\ idenWif\ ZiWh Whe EXUoSean SUojecW, VXch aV GeUman\, ma\ 

XndeUinYeVW in naWional cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV WhaW coXld VeUYe aV ke\ inVWUXmenWV foU 

foVWeUing democUaWic SlXUaliVm and ciYic engagemenW. ConYeUVel\, moUe EU-VceSWic 

VWaWeV like HXngaU\ ma\ VWUaWegicall\ XVe geneUoXV cXlWXUal fXnding Wo cenWUali]e 

naUUaWiYeV and conVolidaWe SoliWical inĲXence. 

ThiV diVcUeSanc\ noW onl\ highlighWV Whe conWUaVWing Solic\ SUioUiWieV of each VWaWe bXW 

alVo UaiVeV bUoadeU conceUnV foU EXUoSean coheVion. When SUo-EXUoSean democUacieV 

like GeUman\ fail Wo SUioUiWi]e cXlWXUe inVWiWXWionall\ and ınanciall\, Whe\ UiVk ceding 

cXlWXUal inĲXence Wo naWionaliVW naUUaWiYeV WhaW aUe beWWeU UeVoXUced and moUe coheUenWl\ 

SUomoWed. 

The anal\ViV alVo alignV ZiWh Whe comSaUaWiYe inVWiWXWional UeĲecWionV SUeVenWed in 

ChaSWeU 4.3. The HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV SUiYileged VWaWXV iV noW onl\ YiVible in iWV 

foXndaWional laZ and miVVion bXW iV maWeUiall\ UeinfoUced WhUoXgh VXVWained, eleYaWed 

fXnding. MeanZhile,   Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion, deVSiWe iWV alignmenW 

ZiWh EU YalXeV and commiWmenW Wo cXlWXUal diYeUViW\, oSeUaWeV XndeU ınancial 

conVWUainWV WhaW limiW iWV long-WeUm imSacW. 

Conclusion 

The comSaUaWiYe bXdgeW daWa fUom 2010 Wo 2025 cleaUl\ illXVWUaWeV WhaW The HXngaUian 

Academ\ of AUWV UeceiYeV diVSUoSoUWionaWel\ high cXlWXUal fXnding SeU caSiWa comSaUed 

Wo   Whe GeUman FedeUal CXlWXUal FoXndaWion. ThiV ınding VXSSoUWV Whe bUoadeU WheViV 

aUgXmenW WhaW cXlWXUal inYeVWmenW VWUaWegieV aUe deeSl\ Wied Wo goYeUnance modelV and 
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SoliWical agendaV. WheUe naWionaliVW naUUaWiYeV aUe inVWiWXWionall\ UeinfoUced WhUoXgh 

cXlWXUe, aV in HXngaU\, geneUoXV VWaWe VXSSoUW iV cenWUal. In conWUaVW, ZheUe SlXUaliVm 

and EU YalXeV dominaWe UheWoUical agendaV bXW lack inVWiWXWional folloZ-WhUoXgh, aV in 

GeUman\, cXlWXUal XndeUinYeVWmenW SUeVenWV a cUiWical YXlneUabiliW\. 
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5. Interview - Cultural Resistance and European 

Belonging Š A Slovak ArtistŖs Perspective 

Introduction 

 ThiV chaSWeU SUeVenWV Whe liYed e[SeUience of a \oXng SloYak aUWiVW Zho haV become an 

acWiYe SaUWiciSanW in boWh Whe cXlWXUal and SoliWical landVcaSe of heU coXnWU\. ThUoXgh a 

Vemi-VWUXcWXUed inWeUYieZ, condXcWed aV SaUW of WhiV UeVeaUch, Vhe UeĲecWV on heU dXal 

Uole aV an aUWiVW and ciWi]en, naYigaWing gUoZing cenVoUVhiS, media maniSXlaWion, and 

naWionaliVW cXlWXUal UheWoUic. HeU naUUaWiYe SUoYideV cUiWical inVighW inWo hoZ 

conWemSoUaU\ aUW VeUYeV aV a ViWe of SeUVonal and SoliWical e[SUeVVion, and hoZ Whe 

EXUoSean SUojecW conWinXeV Wo UeSUeVenW a VoXUce of hoSe, VolidaUiW\, and democUaWic 

SoVVibiliW\. HeU SeUVSecWiYe noW onl\ illXVWUaWeV Whe UiVkV faced b\ aUWiVWV in oSSUeVViYe 

enYiUonmenWV, bXW alVo UeaĴUmV Whe Uole of cXlWXUe aV a democUaWic foUce gUoXnded in 

fUeedom, idenWiW\, and collecWiYe UeViVWance. 

The SUoWeVWV UefeUenced WhUoXghoXW Whe inWeUYieZ SUimaUil\ conceUn UecenW 

demonVWUaWionV in BUaWiVlaYa oUgani]ed in UeVSonVe Wo SeUceiYed WhUeaWV Wo media 

fUeedom, jXdicial indeSendence, and UiVing aXWhoUiWaUian WendencieV in SloYak 

SoliWicV. TheVe SUoWeVWV, ofWen led b\ ciYic moYemenWV and VXSSoUWed b\ cXlWXUal 

ıgXUeV, UeĲecW gUoZing SXblic diVVaWiVfacWion ZiWh goYeUnmenW eĳoUWV Wo conWUol 

SXblic diVcoXUVe and UeVWUicW diVVenW. The inWeUYieZee SaUWiciSaWed in WheVe 

demonVWUaWionV boWh aV a conceUned ciWi]en and aV SaUW of heU aUWiVWic engagemenW, 

docXmenWing eYenWV WhUoXgh YiVXal media and collaboUaWing ZiWh indeSendenW 

SXblicaWionV commiWWed Wo democUaWic YalXeV. 
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Interview          

ŗI'd like to begin with a brief question about your personal background and your 

involvement in the protests. Could you tell me a bit about your artistic background 

and how you became involved in the protests in Bratislava?Ř 

So, my personal background is that I'm a student at the Academy of Fine Arts in 

Bratislava, studying in the intermedia department. At ırst, I started going to the protests 

simply as a citi]en Š as someone living in Slovakia who cares about whatŖs happening 

here. 

At some of the protests, I participated as a volunteer. Later, I got involved with this 

maga]ine Š initially by coincidence, because they needed a photographer. A friend 

recommended me. I already knew the maga]ine before, as I was a fan and a regular 

reader. I liked what they wrote about; their content aligned with my political views. 

When they said they were looking for someone to make videos for their social media, I 

was really eager to help. 

ThatŖs how I ended up documenting the protests. Over time, it began to feel more and 

more necessary, especially as changes started happening in Slovak media. The 

government is increasingly trying to control the media. We have one state-owned 

television channel and two private ones, but it seems like the government is trying to 

control even the private ones by various means. The protests were being covered Š but 

not to the extent I felt they should be. So it sometimes felt really important for me to go 

there and make those videos, because otherwise nobody was doing it. 

 

Thank you. And now a quick question about 

 art and political engagement. Do you believe that contemporary art has a 

responsibility to engage with political and social issues? 

I think thatŖs a diĴcult question. I donŖt believe that art necessarily has a responsibility 

to address political issues. People can create art about many diĳerent things. For some, 

it comes more naturally to engage with political topics, and for others, it doesnŖt. 

I donŖt think itŖs a responsibility Š but in my own practice, I often ınd that these themes 

appear in the ınal result, even if it wasnŖt planned. Because, in a way, everything thatŖs 

personal is also political. So even if you donŖt intentionally aim to address political 

issues, they often end up being part of the work. 
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But I donŖt know Š I donŖt really like to talk about what the responsibility of art is, 

because itŖs a complicated topic. 

It was a bit of a provocative question. And I agree with you. Do you have an 

example of your own artistic practice, how do you personally deal with that? Or is 

there an example where you realised one of your works turned out to be political ? 

Yeah, I mean, itŖs not directly related to Slovak politics or anything like that, but for 

example, right now I was working on a project about power and power structures. For 

me, itŖs a feminist project Š I was making a throne and some swords, and it was my way 

of ıghting the patriarchy. 

In a way, it was about owning my own strength, but also kind of making fun of these 

strong men in the world who feel the need to show their power by accumulating wealth, 

weapons, and proving their superiority. So I tried to do something similar with myself Š 

but as a kind of joke. I think thatŖs my way of combining the political with the personal, 

and mixing everything together. 

Okay, now IŖd like to ask a question thatŖs more about Europe. I hope itŖs not too 

political, but Š do you feel, here in Slovakia, that youŖre part of a larger European 

cultural identity? Or do you see that as something separate? WhatŖs your personal 

relationship to Europe and the EU Š especially in light of recent issues like media 

censorship and similar developments? 

Are you asking about me personally, or people in general? Personally, I deınitely feel 

like IŖm part of a European identity. Maybe I even feel more European than Slovak, in a 

way. ItŖs really concerning for me to see our prime minister admiring Russia Š going to 

Russia, shaking hands with Vladimir Putin, and so on 

But I think thatŖs actually what still gives me some hope Š that weŖre part of the 

European Union. I hope that if things get really bad, there will still be some kind of 

external pressure or intervention from the EU. That gives me hope. 

It also gives me a sense of security knowing that, if things get too bad, I could move to 

another European country quite easily. ThatŖs maybe why I did my Erasmus Š ırst in 

Prague and then in Vienna Š because IŖm trying to ınd a way to create a future 

elsewhere, just in case. 
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For now, I still prefer to stay in Slovakia, because I feel like we still have democracy Š 

even if itŖs a Ĳawed one. At least we still have democratic elections... or I hope the next 

ones will still be democratic. I feel like thereŖs still something worth ıghting for. 

But if I ever feel like weŖve truly lost that Š then yes, I would consider moving to 

another European country. And IŖm grateful that I even have that option. 

What do you think about cross-border collaboration in Europe? Do you see it as an 

opportunity Š a chance for European countries to stick together and support each 

other through shared projects? Have you seen any examples of such 

collaborations? Or projects that you think help push back against negative 

developments? 

I think itŖs really important. IŖm not sure I can think of a great example right now, but I 

do believe itŖs essential that we stand together on these issues. What gives me hope is 

seeing people in other countries going through something similar Š like Poland or 

Hungary. I think Poland is doing much better now, so that also gives me hope. It shows 

that good elections can really change things. 

I also really appreciate support from other countries. Friends of mine from abroad often 

tell me I should move, and that kind of support Š and collaboration Š feels meaningful. 

ItŖs helpful to know that people care and that thereŖs some kind of solidarity out there. 

At the same time, though, I feel like many countries in Europe are dealing with similar 

problems Š maybe in diĳerent ways, but still. And honestly, IŖm not even sure what 

country would feel like a ŗsafeŘ option right now. Sometimes it just feels like itŖs kind of 

bad everywhere. 

From your perspective, how is culture being used or instrumentalized by 

nationalist governments? 

I think culture is being used quite a lot by nationalist governments. Our Minister of 

Culture, for example, is always talking about supporting ŗtraditional cultureŘ and 

ŗSlovak values.Ř But I feel like thatŖs just twisted to support their messed-up views and 

their eĳorts to Š I donŖt know Š control people, or at least distract from what theyŖre 

really doing. 

Honestly, I donŖt even think itŖs just about power. I feel like they mostly care about 

stealing as much money as they can, and all this cultural talk is just a cover for that. 
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They constantly talk about traditional music, traditional art, and supporting anything 

ŗtraditional,Ř but at the same time, with all the changes theyŖve made, theyŖve 

undermined the system so badly that even traditional culture is suĳering. So I think itŖs 

just a lie. And also Š what even counts as ŗtraditionalŘ? 

Now IŖd like to ask about the EU and artistic freedom. Do you feel supported Š or 

limited Š by EU-level cultural programs like Creative Europe, if you've ever 

applied or considered applying? Do you think these kinds of programs oĳer real 

support, or can they also come with certain limitations? And what do you think the 

EU could do better to support artists who are working in politically sensitive 

contexts? 

I mean, I deınitely feel supported. IŖve never applied myself Š or at least I donŖt 

remember applying Š so I canŖt really speak about that in detail. But I do feel like IŖve 

received a lot of great opportunities through the EU. 

Both of my Erasmus internships were supported by the European Union, so I really feel 

like theyŖre already doing quite a lot. And I have friends who have done internships or 

Š whatŖs it called Š residencies that were also supported by the EU. 

I mean, I guess thereŖs always room to do more, but IŖm honestly really grateful for what 

we have now. So yeah, I think the European Union is doing quite a good job. 

What advice would you give to young or emerging artists who want to engage 

politically through their art? And more broadly Š what would you say to people 

who are considering becoming artists but are faced with a government that makes 

it really diĴcult, especially when funding or support for independent art is being 

cut or blocked? 

IŖm not sure if IŖm the right person to be giving advice to anyone, but maybe IŖd say: do 

something you really believe in Š that way, you wonŖt regret it, even if things go badly. 

I feel like what keeps people in Slovakia going Š those of us still working in culture, in 

universities, or in media thatŖs being censored Š is that we truly love what we do. We 

believe in it. ThatŖs what gives us the strength to keep ıghting, because itŖs something 

that really matters to us.  
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So I think thatŖs the only advice I can give: if you really believe in it, then you should do 

it. But if youŖre doing it just to become famous or to make a lot of money, then itŖs 

probably not a good idea. 

Conclusion 

ThiV inWeUYieZ demonVWUaWeV hoZ Whe SeUVonal e[SeUience of one emeUging aUWiVW can 

Vhed lighW on bUoadeU EXUoSean TXeVWionV of idenWiW\, UeViVWance, and cXlWXUal 

goYeUnance. HeU UeĲecWionV echo man\ of Whe WhemeV e[SloUed in WhiV WheViV: Whe 

incUeaVing SoliWici]aWion of cXlWXUe, Whe dangeUV of naWionaliVW inVWUXmenWali]aWion, and 

Whe conWinXed imSoUWance of EU VXSSoUW foU democUaWic cXlWXUal acWoUV. MoVW noWabl\, 

heU VenVe of EXUoSean belonging,  UooWed in boWh hoSe and SUagmaWiVm, illXVWUaWeV hoZ 

Whe EXUoSean SUojecW can VWill VeUYe aV a YiWal VoXUce of UeVilience in Whe face of inWeUnal 

democUaWic eUoVion. 
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Chapter 6. Cultural Governance in Germany Š 

Between Neglect and Resistance 

 

6.1.Discourse Analysis: The 2024ş2025 Bauhaus Controversy 

in Germany 

The 2024ş2025 conWUoYeUV\ VXUUoXnding Whe BaXhaXV in GeUman\ e[emSliıeV 

eVcalaWing WenVionV beWZeen faU-UighW SoliWical acWoUV and cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV. TUiggeUed 

b\ a moWion fUom Whe AlWeUnaWiYe fĞU DeXWVchland (AfD) in Whe Sa[on\-AnhalW LandWag 

in OcWobeU 2024, Whe debaWe cenWeUed on Whe BaXhaXV, a UNESCO WoUld HeUiWage ViWe 

knoZn foU iWV modeUniVW aUchiWecWXUe and democUaWic legac\. The AfD cUiWici]ed Whe 

BaXhaXV aV a V\mbol of ideological e[ceVV and cXlWXUal homogeni]aWion, VSaUking 

ZideVSUead condemnaWion foU UheWoUic UeminiVcenW of faVciVW aeVWheWicV (EVcUiWW 2024). 

ThoXgh UooWed in Uegional SoliWicV, Whe eSiVode dUeZ naWional aWWenWion, engaging 

inVWiWXWionV like Whe KXlWXUVWifWXng deV BXndeV and Whe FedeUal GoYeUnmenW 

CommiVVioneU foU CXlWXUe and Whe Media. 

The AfD SoUWUa\ed Whe BaXhaXV aV a WhUeaW Wo WUadiWional GeUman idenWiW\. In WheiU 

LandWag moWion, Whe SaUW\ called foU a ŗkUiWiVche AXVeinandeUVeW]XngŘ (cUiWical 

e[aminaWion) Wo SUeYenW ŗone-Vided gloUiıcaWion,Ř labeling Whe BaXhaXV an ŗIUUZeg deU 

ModeUneŘ (ZUong SaWh of modeUniW\) UeVSonVible foU ŗmenVchenfeindliche AUchiWekWXUŘ 

(inhXman aUchiWecWXUe) and ŗBaXVĞndenŘ (bXilding VinV) (EVcUiWW 2024). HanV-ThomaV 

TillVchneideU, Whe AfDŖV cXlWXUal VSokeVSeUVon, claimed dXUing debaWe WhaW Whe BaXhaXV 

ŗhaW daV menVchliche MaĔ YeUloUenŘ (haV loVW Whe hXman Vcale) and ŗhaW daV 

menVchliche BedĞUfniV nach BehaglichkeiW nach allen Regeln deU KXnVW YeUgeZalWigWŘ 

(haV YiolaWed Whe hXman need foU comfoUW accoUding Wo all Whe UXleV of aUW) (Ho\eU 2024). 

TillVchneideU denied Na]i SaUallelV bXW XVed Whe WeUm ŗGlobaliVWenŘ (globaliVWV) Wo fUame 

Whe BaXhaXV aV a SUojecW of cXlWXUal diVSlacemenW (FXchV 2024). 
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DefendeUV of Whe BaXhaXV emShaVi]ed iWV SlXUaliVWic and democUaWic legac\. ClaXdia 

RoWh, FedeUal CommiVVioneU foU CXlWXUe and Whe Media, called Whe AfDŖV UheWoUic ŗin 

hąchVWem MaĔe alaUmieUend Xnd abVolXW inak]eSWabelŘ (highl\ alaUming and abVolXWel\ 

XnacceSWable), ZaUning WhaW Whe SaUW\ ZaV XVing ŗeUVchUeckend Ëhnlichen AUgXmenWen 

Xnd FoUmXlieUXngen Zie einVW die NSDAPŘ (Vhockingl\ VimilaU aUgXmenWV and 

foUmXlaWionV Wo WhoVe once XVed b\ Whe NSDAP) (The TimeV 2024). RoWh alVo SUaiVed 

Whe SWifWXng BaXhaXV DeVVaX foU iWV ŗheUYoUUagende AUbeiWŘ (e[cellenW ZoUk) and 

ZaUned WhaW ŗein VolcheV VoUgehen gegen die FUeiheiW Yon KXlWXUinVWiWXWionenő iVW kein 

Ein]elfall, VondeUn PUogUamm bei deU AfDŘ (VXch acWionV againVW Whe fUeedom of 

cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV aUe noW iVolaWed incidenWV, bXW SaUW of Whe AfDŖV SUogUam) (FXchV 

2024). 

BaUbaUa SWeineU, diUecWoU of Whe SWifWXng BaXhaXV DeVVaX, condemned Whe moWion aV 

ŗSaXVchal Xnd SoliWiVcheV KalkĞlŘ (VZeeSing and SoliWical calcXlaWion), VWaWing, ŗWeU 

daV BaXhaXV angUeifW, eUhËlW eine gUoĔe SichWbaUkeiW ş an einem eUnVWhafWen 

DiVkXUVZillen glaXbe ich nichWŘ (WhoVe Zho aWWack Whe BaXhaXV gain YiVibiliW\ŠI donŖW 

belieYe in a VeUioXV deViUe foU diVcoXUVe) (The TimeV 2024). She fXUWheU deVcUibed Whe 

AfDŖV YiVion aV ŗYąlkiVchŘ (eWhno-naWionaliVW), ZaUning of a UeWXUn Wo cXlWXUal 

ŗSXUiıcaWionŘ naUUaWiYeV (El PaìV 2024). 

TheVe diVcoXUVeV demonVWUaWe hoZ Whe AfD ZeaSoni]eV cXlWXUe Wo SUomoWe naWionaliVW 

agendaV, SUeVenWing modeUniVm aV incomSaWible ZiWh GeUman YalXeV. TillVchneideUŖV 

langXage, inYoking WeUmV like ŗYeUgeZalWigWŘ and ŗGlobaliVWen,Ř dUaZV fUom faU-UighW 

UheWoUical WUadiWionV (FXchV 2024), eĳecWiYel\ VhifWing SXblic debaWe WoZaUd 

idenWiW\-baVed SolaUi]aWion. 

MeanZhile, cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV VXch aV SWifWXng BaXhaXV DeVVaX and naWional agencieV 

UeVSonded b\ UeaĴUming SlXUaliVW democUaWic YalXeV. Ahead of Whe BaXhaXV cenWenaU\ 

in 2025, Whe SWifWXng haV annoXnced inclXViYe SUogUamming Wo highlighW iWV modeUniVW 

heUiWage and commiWmenW Wo ciYic engagemenW (FXchV 2024; HaaUeW] 2025). RoWh and 

Whe KXlWXUVWifWXng deV BXndeV emShaVi]ed WhaW VWaWe cXlWXUal Solic\ mXVW Uemain 

aXWonomoXV and XncoeUced. YeW Whe conWUoYeUV\ caXWionV WhaW eYen UeacWiYe defenVe of 
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cXlWXUal YalXeV ma\ UiVk amSlif\ing Whe YeU\ e[WUemiVW diVcoXUVe iW VeekV Wo UeViVW. 

UlWimaWel\, Whe eSiVode XndeUVcoUeV Whe YiWal Uole of cXlWXUe in VafegXaUding EXUoSean 

SlXUaliVm and callV foU SUoacWiYe cXlWXUal goYeUnance VWUaWegieV Wo coXnWeU naWionaliVW 

encUoachmenW 

 

Conclusion 

The BaXhaXV conWUoYeUV\ UeYealV hoZ cXlWXUal heUiWage can be WXUned inWo a SoliWical 

Wool, and Zh\ WhiV d\namic mXVW be Waken VeUioXVl\ noW onl\ in EaVWeUn EXUoSe bXW alVo 

in coXnWUieV like GeUman\. AlWhoXgh HXngaU\ haV illXVWUaWed hoZ cXlWXUe can be bUoXghW 

XndeU ideological conWUol WhUoXgh VWaWe-aligned inVWiWXWionV, WhiV caVe VhoZV WhaW VimilaU 

WendencieV alUead\ e[iVW ZiWhin GeUman SoliWical diVcoXUVe. The VWaWemenWV made b\ 

AfD SoliWicianV do noW UeSUeVenW iVolaWed SUoYocaWionV bXW aUe SaUW of a bUoadeU aWWemSW 

Wo UeVhaSe SXblic naUUaWiYeV aUoXnd naWional idenWiW\ and cXlWXUal legiWimac\. 

B\ aWWacking Whe BaXhaXV, Whe AfD noW onl\ UejecWed a coUneUVWone of modeUn GeUman 

aUWiVWic achieYemenW bXW alVo miVVed a chance Wo UefUame iW aV a VoXUce of naWional SUide. 

RaWheU Whan acknoZledging Whe BaXhaXV aV an e[amSle of GeUman cUeaWiYiW\, 

inWeUnaWional UeleYance, and YiVionaU\ Whinking, Whe\ diVmiVVed iW aV dehXmani]ing and 

ideologicall\ foUeign. ThiV choice VSeakV YolXmeV aboXW Whe AfDŖV cXlWXUal agenda. 

TheiU fUaming of Whe BaXhaXV aV "globaliVW" and in conĲicW ZiWh Whe Vo-called GeUman 

VSiUiW VignalV a deViUe Wo deıne cXlWXUe WhUoXgh e[clXVion UaWheU Whan oSenneVV. 

If Whe AfD ZeUe Wo gain VigniıcanW SoliWical SoZeU, WheUe iV liWWle doXbW WhaW iWV aSSUoach 

Wo cXlWXUe ZoXld UeĲecW WheVe YieZV. TheiU VWaWemenWV VXggeVW WhaW Whe\ ZoXld VXSSoUW 

onl\ WhoVe aUWiVWic e[SUeVVionV WhaW confoUm Wo a naUUoZ and WUadiWional YiVion of 

GeUman idenWiW\. ThiV ZoXld WhUeaWen Whe diYeUViW\, cUiWical engagemenW, and aUWiVWic 

fUeedom WhaW aUe eVVenWial Wo an oSen VocieW\. IW iV noW enoXgh Wo incUeaVe fXnding foU 

cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV. A bUoadeU aZaUeneVV iV needed of Whe SoliWical SUeVVXUeV WhaW ma\ 

aWWemSW Wo Uedeıne Whe SXUSoVe and YalXe of cXlWXUe. 
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ThiV eSiVode VhoZV WhaW Whe SUoWecWion of cXlWXUal fUeedom iV noW gXaUanWeed, eYen in 

eVWabliVhed democUacieV. CXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV, fXndeUV, and SXblic aXWhoUiWieV mXVW 

Uemain aleUW Wo eaUl\ VignV of ideological conWUol. WhaW iV aW VWake iV noW onl\ Whe fXWXUe 

of iconic inVWiWXWionV like Whe BaXhaXV bXW alVo Whe abiliW\ of cXlWXUe Wo UeĲecW a VocieW\ 

WhaW iV SlXUaliVWic, Velf-cUiWical, and foUZaUd-looking. The debaWe VXUUoXnding Whe 

BaXhaXV iV a Wimel\ UemindeU WhaW cXlWXUal Solic\ mXVW noW be WUeaWed aV VecondaU\, bXW 

aV a cenWUal SaUW of democUaWic UeVilience 

6.2 Cultural Neglect in Germany: A Threat to Democratic 

Values and European Cohesion 

Introduction 

The EXUoSean Union (EU) SUomoWeV democUaWic YalXeV, SlXUaliVm, and cXlWXUal diYeUViW\ 

aV cenWUal Wo iWV idenWiW\. CXlWXUe Sla\V a YiWal Uole in XSholding WheVe idealV b\ foVWeUing 

dialogXe, cUiWical Whinking, and Vocial inclXVion. YeW in Vome SUo-EXUoSean democUacieV 

VXch aV GeUman\, UheWoUical VXSSoUW foU WheVe YalXeV iV noW maWched b\ VXVWained 

cXlWXUal inYeVWmenW. While HXngaU\ acWiYel\ XVeV cXlWXUe Wo VhaSe a naWionaliVW idenWiW\, 

GeUman\ UiVkV XndeUmining SlXUaliVm WhUoXgh XndeUfXnding and SaVViYe cXlWXUal Solic\. 

ThiV chaSWeU anal\]eV UecenW cXWV Wo GeUman\ŖV cXlWXUal bXdgeWV, WheiU conVeTXenceV foU 

Whe VecWoU, and hoZ WhiV neglecW cUeaWeV VSace foU naWionaliVW naUUaWiYeV Wo gUoZ. 

Cultural Budget Cuts in Germany 

GeUman\ŖV 2025 fedeUal cXlWXUal and media bXdgeW (BKM) oĴciall\ UiVeV Wo ŭ2.2 

billion, bXW WhiV headline ıgXUe concealV VigniıcanW inWeUnal cXWV. DeVSiWe Whe aSSaUenW 

incUeaVe, Vi[ fedeUal cXlWXUal fXndV, inclXding WhoVe foU liWeUaWXUe, SeUfoUming aUWV, YiVXal 

aUWV, and VociocXlWXUal ZoUk, Zill collecWiYel\ loVe ŭ14 million, amoXnWing Wo neaUl\ half 

of WheiU SUeYioXV allocaWionV. MoVW noWabl\, Whe Alliance of InWeUnaWional PUodXcWion 

HoXVeV Zill loVe iWV enWiUe ŭ10 million in fedeUal VXSSoUW, dealing a majoU bloZ Wo 

e[SeUimenWal and indeSendenW aUW VceneV (ReinhaUdW and NeeV 2024). 
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BeUlin faceV eYen VhaUSeU UedXcWionV. The ciW\ŖV 2025 cXlWXUal bXdgeW Zill VhUink b\ 

ŭ130 million, UeSUeVenWing a 12ş13 SeUcenW cXW. ThiV aXVWeUiW\ meaVXUe, SaUW of a bUoadeU 

ŭ3 billion VaYingV Slan, haV VSaUked ZideVSUead conceUn among aUWiVWV and inVWiWXWionV, 

ZiWh moUe Whan 450 cXlWXUal oUgani]aWionV ZaUning WhaW iW coXld inĲicW laVWing damage on 

BeUlinŖV globall\ UenoZned aUWV ecoV\VWem (MoUWon 2024; RXVch eW al. 2024). The 

SenaWeŖV UediVWUibXWion VWUaWeg\ haV inWenViıed WenVionV ZiWhin Whe cXlWXUal VecWoU, 

VhifWing Whe bXUden fUom laUge VWaWe WheaWeUV onWo VmalleU, indeSendenW YenXeV and 

commXniW\-baVed SUogUamV, inclXding \oXWh and diYeUViW\-oUienWed iniWiaWiYeV. 

While WheVe cXWV aUe Wied Wo GeUman\ŖV conVWiWXWional debW bUake and SoVW-Sandemic 

ıVcal conVolidaWion, cUiWicV aUgXe Whe\ UiVk eUoding Whe democUaWic fXncWion of cXlWXUal 

infUaVWUXcWXUe. BeUlinŖV aUWV commXniW\ ZaUnV WhaW conWinXed diVinYeVWmenW WhUeaWenV noW 

onl\ Whe YiabiliW\ of YenXeV and feVWiYalV bXW alVo Whe SlXUaliVm and acceVVibiliW\ WhaW 

XndeUSin cXlWXUal life in Whe ciW\. 

 

The Risks of Cultural Neglect 

IndeSendenW and Vociall\ engaged cXlWXUal iniWiaWiYeV in GeUman\ W\Sicall\ deSend on 

SUojecW-baVed fXnding, and ZiWh VeYeUal majoU fXnding mechaniVmV VhUinking, aUWiVWV aUe 

facing incUeaVing SUecaUiW\. AV GUegoU HoW], managing diUecWoU of MXVikfondV, 

e[SlainV: ŗMoVW aUWiVWV and oUganiVaWionV aUe handing in one aSSlicaWion afWeU Whe oWheU 

and Whe\ donŖW knoZ if iWŖV going Wo ZoUk oU noWŘ (HoW] 2024). In BeUlin, Whe alliance 

BeUlin iVW KXlWXU, UeSUeVenWing moUe Whan 450 cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV, haV ZaUned WhaW Whe 

Slanned ŭ130 million cXW Wo Whe ciW\ŖV cXlWXUal bXdgeW ŗcoXld SeUmanenWl\ deVWUo\ 

BeUlinŖV cXlWXUal infUaVWUXcWXUe,Ř jeoSaUdi]ing UeheaUVal VSaceV, galleUieV, WheaWeUV, and 

commXniW\ SUojecWV (RXVch eW al. 2024; MoUWon 2024). 

AV cXlWXUal VSaceV conWUacW oU cloVe, Whe democUaWic fXncWion of WheVe inVWiWXWionV eUodeV, 

UedXcing oSSoUWXniWieV foU dialogXe, inclXVion, and idenWiW\-bXilding, ke\ comSonenWV of 

cXlWXUal SaUWiciSaWion in a SlXUaliVWic VocieW\. ThiV VhUinking VSace alVo cUeaWeV Whe 

condiWionV XndeU Zhich naWionaliVW and e[clXVionaU\ ideologieV can Wake hold. 
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Passive vs. Active Cultural Governance 

Unlike HXngaU\, ZheUe Whe VWaWe VWUaWegicall\ fXndV naWionaliVW-aligned cXlWXUal 

inVWiWXWionV (aV VhoZn in ChaSWeU 4), GeUman\ŖV aSSUoach UeĲecWV SaVViYe neglecW. While 

noW inWenWionall\ e[clXVionaU\, WhiV negligence ZeakenV democUaWic UeVilience b\ 

XndeUfXnding Whe YeU\ VSaceV WhaW foVWeU SlXUaliVm and cUiWical UeĲecWion. 

ThiV cUeaWeV a VWUaWegic YXlneUabiliW\. If SUo-EXUoSean democUacieV fail Wo VXSSoUW Whe 

cXlWXUal infUaVWUXcWXUe WhaW SUomoWeV XniW\ in diYeUViW\, Whe\ UiVk ceding Whe cXlWXUal 

naUUaWiYe Wo WhoVe Zho ZoXld XVe iW Wo diYide. 

Conclusion 

GeUman\ŖV UecenW cXlWXUal bXdgeW cXWV SUeVenW moUe Whan a ıVcal challenge - Whe\ Vignal 

a VWUaWegic gaS in XSholding Whe democUaWic and SlXUaliVWic YalXeV WhaW Whe coXnWU\ 

SXblicl\ VXSSoUWV. While Whe moWiYaWion behind WheVe cXWV ma\ VWem fUom bUoadeU 

ınancial SUeVVXUeV, Whe imSacW on indeSendenW and Vociall\ engaged cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV 

iV SoliWical. B\ UedXcing VXSSoUW foU Whe VSaceV WhaW foVWeU dialogXe, cUeaWiYiW\, and ciYic 

SaUWiciSaWion, WheVe deciVionV UiVk Zeakening Whe YeU\ VWUXcWXUeV WhaW VXVWain an oSen and 

inclXViYe VocieW\. 

Unlike Whe oYeUW cXlWXUal conWUol Veen in coXnWUieV like HXngaU\, GeUman\ŖV model 

UeĲecWV a TXieWeU bXW no leVV conVeTXenWial foUm of neglecW. ThiV SaVViYiW\ leaYeV cXlWXUal 

VSaceV YXlneUable Wo ideological caSWXUe and limiWV WheiU caSaciW\ Wo UeViVW e[clXVionaU\ 

naUUaWiYeV. AV aUWiVWV and inVWiWXWionV face moXnWing SUecaUiW\, Whe abVence of VWable 

VXSSoUW XndeUmineV cXlWXUal fUeedom noW WhUoXgh cenVoUVhiS, bXW WhUoXgh diVinYeVWmenW. 

The GeUman caVe XndeUVcoUeV a bUoadeU SoinW: SUo-EXUoSean democUacieV mXVW WUeaW 

cXlWXUal Solic\ aV a VWUaWegic SUioUiW\. PUoWecWing cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV UeTXiUeV moUe Whan 

UheWoUic; iW demandV long-WeUm fXnding, SoliWical backing, and UecogniWion of cXlWXUeŖV 

Uole in mainWaining democUaWic UeVilience. WiWhoXW WhiV commiWmenW, Whe cXlWXUal VSheUe 

becomeV an eaV\ WaUgeW foU WhoVe Veeking Wo UeVhaSe SXblic diVcoXUVe along naWionaliVW oU 

e[clXVionaU\ lineV. 
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ThiV chaSWeU highlighWV Zh\ VWUengWhening Whe cXlWXUal ıeld iV eVVenWial noW onl\ foU 

aUWiVWic ĲoXUiVhing bXW alVo foU defending Whe EXUoSean SUojecW. The ne[W chaSWeU Zill 

e[SloUe hoZ cXlWXUe, Zhen acWiYel\ VXSSoUWed and WhoXghWfXll\ VWUXcWXUed, can VeUYe aV a 

SoZeUfXl foUce foU inclXVion, democUaWic engagemenW, and VhaUed idenWiW\ acUoVV 

EXUoSe. 
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7. Culture as a Catalyst for European Unity and 

Democratic Participation 

In Whe SUeceding chaSWeUV, WhiV WheViV e[amined Whe Uole of cXlWXUal goYeUnance in 

VhaSing naWional idenWiW\ and SoliWical diVcoXUVe. The conWUaVW beWZeen HXngaU\ŖV 

VWaWe-dUiYen naWionaliVW model and GeUman\ŖV XndeUfXnded \eW SlXUaliVWic aSSUoach 

highlighWed Whe SoliWical imSlicaWionV of cXlWXUal inYeVWmenW. The diVcoXUVe anal\ViV 

fXUWheU demonVWUaWed hoZ cXlWXUal naUUaWiYeV can be inVWUXmenWali]ed, ZiWh SXblic 

VWaWemenWV foUeVhadoZing SoWenWial aXWhoUiWaUian VhifWV in cXlWXUal Solic\. AgainVW WhiV 

cUiWical backdUoS, ChaSWeU 7 adoSWV a conVWUXcWiYe oXWlook. IW e[SloUeV hoZ cXlWXUe - 

SaUWicXlaUl\ conWemSoUaU\ aUW and cXlWXUal VSaceV - can VeUYe aV a SoZeUfXl Yehicle foU 

SUomoWing EXUoSean YalXeV VXch aV inclXVion, dialogXe, democUaWic engagemenW, and 

Vocial coheVion. 

7.1 The Role of Contemporary Art in Advancing EU Values 

ConWemSoUaU\ aUW, b\ iWV naWXUe, challengeV conYenWionV, inYiWeV cUiWical UeĲecWion, and 

foVWeUV oSen dialogXe. PaUWiciSaWoU\ and Vociall\ engaged aUW SUacWiceV haYe been 

idenWiıed b\ VcholaUV like ClaiUe BiVhoS (2012) aV eĳecWiYe in SUomoWing democUaWic 

SaUWiciSaWion and Vocial inWeUacWion. ThUoXgh acWiYe engagemenW, WheVe SUacWiceV alloZ 

ciWi]enV Wo encoXnWeU diYeUVe SeUVSecWiYeV and addUeVV collecWiYe challengeV in cUeaWiYe 

and meaningfXl Za\V. 

Monica SaVVaWelli (2009) and LlXìV BoneW (2018) emShaVi]e Whe Uole of EU cXlWXUal 

Solic\ in conVWUXcWing a VhaUed EXUoSean VSace gUoXnded in diYeUViW\. PUogUamV VXch aV 

Whe EXUoSean CaSiWal of CXlWXUe oU CUeaWiYe EXUoSe aUe noW VimSl\ fXnding mechaniVmV 

bXW V\mbolic aUenaV ZheUe EXUoSean YalXeV aUe enacWed WhUoXgh aUWiVWic collaboUaWion, 

inWeUcXlWXUal 
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e[change, and SXblic SaUWiciSaWion. In WhiV VenVe, conWemSoUaU\ cXlWXUal iniWiaWiYeV aUe 

eVVenWial WoolV foU VWUengWhening coheVion and bXilding a EXUoSean idenWiW\ WhaW 

embUaceV SlXUaliVm UaWheU Whan XnifoUmiW\. 

7.2 Cultural Initiatives in Practice: Perform Europe and the 

European Pavilion 

TZo VWandoXW EU iniWiaWiYeV e[emSlif\ hoZ cXlWXUe can fXncWion aV a Xnif\ing foUce: 

PeUfoUm EXUoSe and Whe EXUoSean PaYilion. 

PeUfoUm EXUoSe, laXnched in 2021 and fXnded b\ CUeaWiYe EXUoSe, VXSSoUWV innoYaWiYe 

cUoVV-boUdeU diVWUibXWion modelV foU SeUfoUming aUWV. IWV focXV on enYiUonmenWal 

VXVWainabiliW\, inclXVion, and acceVV UeĲecWV Whe EUŖV ZideU SUioUiWieV. The 2024ş2025 

c\cle fXndV 42 SaUWneUVhiSV acUoVV EXUoSe, feaWXUing SUojecWV like Dancing with Excess, 

Zhich XVeV mi[ed-abiliW\ dance SeUfoUmanceV Wo engage diYeUVe commXniWieV (PeUfoUm 

EXUoSe 2024). The SUogUam foVWeUV democUaWic SaUWiciSaWion ZiWhin Whe aUWV b\ inYolYing 

aUWiVWV, oSeUaWoUV, and aXdienceV in deciVion-making, and b\ VXSSoUWing 

XndeUUeSUeVenWed gUoXSV. 

The EXUoSean PaYilion, iniWiaWed b\ Whe EXUoSean CXlWXUal FoXndaWion, cUeaWeV a VSace 

foU aUWiVWic e[SeUimenWaWion and cUiWical dialogXe aboXW EXUoSeŖV fXWXUe. PUojecWV haYe 

inclXded collaboUaWiYe e[hibiWionV and UeVidencieV addUeVVing migUaWion, democUac\, and 

cXlWXUal memoU\. In 2024, Whe PaYilion bUoXghW WogeWheU aUWiVWV and cXlWXUal acWoUV along 

majoU EXUoSean UiYeUV, cXlminaWing in a WhUee-da\ feVWiYal in LiVbon. TheVe iniWiaWiYeV do 

noW imSoVe a VingXlaU EXUoSean idenWiW\; UaWheU, Whe\ VXSSoUW co-cUeaWion and UeĲecW Whe 

EUŖV commiWmenW Wo XniW\ in diYeUViW\ (EXUoSean CXlWXUal FoXndaWion 2024). 

7.3 Cultural Institutions as Spaces for Civic Engagement 

CXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV VXch aV mXVeXmV, media aUW cenWeUV, and aUWiVW UeVidencieV haYe 

SUoYen eĳecWiYe in foVWeUing democUaWic YalXeV and ciYic SaUWiciSaWion. E[amSleV 

inclXde: 
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Ɣ The EXUoSean SolidaUiW\ CenWUe (Europejskie Centrum Solidarnoďci, ESC) in 

GdaüVk, Poland, fXncWionV aV a cXlWXUal and edXcaWional hXb on democUac\ and 

hXman UighWV. ThUoXgh e[hibiWionV and SXblic foUXmV like Europa ] widokiem na 

pr]ys]úoďÓ, Whe ESC cXlWiYaWeV a SoliWicall\ aZaUe and hiVWoUicall\ conVcioXV 

ciWi]enU\. 

Ɣ The CenWeU foU AUW and Media in KaUlVUXhe (Zentrum fĞr Kunst und Medien, 

ZKM) in GeUman\ e[SloUeV Whe inWeUVecWion of media aUW and digiWal cXlWXUe. 

ThUoXgh iWV inWeUdiVciSlinaU\ SUogUamV and inWeUacWiYe e[hibiWionV iW SUomoWeV 

dialogXe on conWemSoUaU\ VocieWal iVVXeV Zhile encoXUaging cUiWical UeĲecWion on 

Wechnolog\ and democUac\. 

 

Ɣ The CamaUgo FoXndaWion, a UeVidenc\ SUogUam in FUance, bUingV WogeWheU aUWiVWV, 

VcholaUV, and cXlWXUal ZoUkeUV fUom diYeUVe backgUoXndV. IW foVWeUV WUanVnaWional 

collaboUaWion and SXblic engagemenW, conWUibXWing Wo inclXViYe cXlWXUal 

SUodXcWion and a VenVe of EXUoSean belonging. 

 

TheVe inVWiWXWionV VeUYe aV democUaWic SlaWfoUmV b\ hoVWing dialogXeV, encoXUaging 

aUWiVWic fUeedom, and cUeaWing inclXViYe VSaceV foU SXblic UeĲecWion. The\ oĳeU 

alWeUnaWiYeV Wo naWionaliVW cXlWXUal naUUaWiYeV b\ SUomoWing inWeUcXlWXUal XndeUVWanding 

and SaUWiciSaWion. 

7.4 Challenges and Policy Reflections 

DeVSiWe WheiU SUomiVe, WheVe iniWiaWiYeV face VigniıcanW VWUXcWXUal challengeV. IVVXeV VXch 

aV XneYen cXlWXUal fXnding acUoVV MembeU SWaWeV, eliWiVW SeUceSWionV of conWemSoUaU\ 

aUW, limiWed acceVVibiliW\ foU maUginali]ed commXniWieV, and SoliWical SUeVVXUe on 

inVWiWXWionV SeUViVW. MoUeoYeU, Whe EUŖV limiWed legal comSeWence in cXlWXUal Solic\ ofWen 

UeVWUicWV iWV abiliW\ Wo acW deciViYel\. 

To oYeUcome WheVe limiWaWionV, Whe EU and iWV MembeU SWaWeV VhoXld conVideU Whe 

folloZing VWUaWegieV: 
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Ɣ SWUengWhen fXnding foU SUojecWV WhaW emShaVi]e dialogXe, diYeUViW\, and 

SaUWiciSaWion. 

 

Ɣ SXSSoUW VmalleU inVWiWXWionV and gUaVVUooWV acWoUV Wo UedXce baUUieUV Wo acceVV. 

 

Ɣ DeYeloS EU-Zide SlaWfoUmV and WoolV foU inclXViYe dialogXe (e.g., modeUaWed 

online foUXmV). 

 

Ɣ InWegUaWe cXlWXUal inYeVWmenW inWo democUaWic UeVilience and edXcaWion VWUaWegieV. 

 

7.5 Conclusion 

CXlWXUe iV noW onl\ a miUUoU of VocieW\ bXW a Wool Wo VhaSe iW. The e[amSleV e[SloUed in 

WhiV chaSWeU demonVWUaWe hoZ EU-VXSSoUWed iniWiaWiYeV and cXlWXUal inVWiWXWionV 

conWUibXWe meaningfXll\ Wo Vocial coheVion, inWeUcXlWXUal XndeUVWanding, and democUaWic 

engagemenW. FaU fUom being SeUiSheUal, cXlWXUe holdV Whe SoWenWial Wo VWUengWhen Whe 

EXUoSean SUojecW - noW WhUoXgh SUoSaganda oU imSoVed idenWiW\, bXW WhUoXgh oSen, 

inclXViYe, and SaUWiciSaWoU\ SUoceVVeV. If giYen VXĴcienW VXSSoUW, cXlWXUal VSaceV and 

SUacWiceV can helS ciWi]enV feel heaUd, YalXed, and connecWed - eVVenWial condiWionV foU a 

UeVilienW, SlXUaliVWic, and XniWed EXUoSe. 
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8. Conclusion: Culture as the Cornerstone of 

European Unity and Democracy 

In an eUa of UiVing naWionaliVm, SoliWical fUagmenWaWion, and democUaWic XnceUWainW\, 

cXlWXUe haV UeemeUged aV a VWUaWegic dimenVion of EXUoSean goYeUnance. FaU fUom being 

SeUiSheUal, cXlWXUal Solic\ Woda\ iV a ke\ aUena ZheUe YalXeV aUe negoWiaWed, idenWiWieV 

conVWUXcWed, and fXWXUeV imagined. ThiV WheViV haV VhoZn WhaW conWemSoUaU\ cXlWXUe and 

aUW aUe noW jXVW UeĲecWionV of VocieWal change bXW WoolV WhaW acWiYel\ VhaSe SXblic 

diVcoXUVe, democUaWic engagemenW, and EXUoSean coheVion. WheWheU WhUoXgh 

VWaWe-aligned inVWiWXWionV WhaW UeVWUicW diYeUViW\ oU inclXViYe iniWiaWiYeV WhaW SUomoWe 

dialogXe, cXlWXUe ZieldV Ueal SoliWical SoZeU. To VecXUe Whe EXUoSean SUojecW, WhiV SoZeU 

mXVW be channeled WoZaUd oSenneVV, SaUWiciSaWion, and VhaUed belonging. 

8.1 Summary of Findings 

ThUoXgh emSiUical and WheoUeWical anal\ViV, WhiV UeVeaUch haV inYeVWigaWed Whe Uole of 

cXlWXUal Solic\ in VhaSing naWional and EXUoSean naUUaWiYeV. ChaSWeU 4 e[amined 

HXngaU\ŖV VWUaWegic XVe of cXlWXUe XndeU Whe OUbÈn goYeUnmenW, SaUWicXlaUl\ WhUoXgh Whe 

HXngaUian Academ\ of AUWV, Wo SUomoWe naWionaliVW idenWiW\ and VXSSUeVV diVVenWing 

aUWiVWic YoiceV. HeUe, cXlWXUe iV XVed noW Wo foVWeU dialogXe bXW Wo conVolidaWe ideological 

conWUol. In conWUaVW, ChaSWeU 5 e[SloUed GeUman\ŖV SaVViYe cXlWXUal goYeUnance. 

AlWhoXgh UheWoUicall\ commiWWed Wo EXUoSean YalXeV, GeUman\'V cXlWXUal fXnding cXWV 

XndeUmine SlXUaliVm and leaYe a YacXXm WhaW naWionaliVW acWoUV can e[SloiW. 

ChaSWeU 6 SUeVenWed WZo aVSecWV of GeUman cXlWXUal SoliWicV: a diVcoXUVe anal\ViV of Whe 

AfD'V aWWackV on Whe BaXhaXV and an e[aminaWion of bXdgeWaU\ neglecW. TogeWheU, Whe\ 

UeYealed hoZ faU-UighW naUUaWiYeV Veek Wo Uedeıne cXlWXUe in e[clXVionaU\ WeUmV, Zhile 

inVXĴcienW cXlWXUal inYeVWmenW ZeakenV Whe infUaVWUXcWXUe WhaW VXSSoUWV SlXUaliVm and 

cUiWical debaWe. TheVe inVighWV XndeUVcoUe WhaW WhUeaWV Wo cXlWXUal fUeedom aUe noW limiWed 

Wo EaVWeUn EXUoSe, and WhaW democUaWic eUoVion can alVo VWem fUom inacWion. 
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ChaSWeUV 7 and 8 oĳeUed conVWUXcWiYe coXnWeUSoinWV. ChaSWeU 7 anal\]ed hoZ iniWiaWiYeV 

like PeUfoUm EXUoSe, Whe EXUoSean PaYilion, and inVWiWXWionV VXch aV ZKM and Whe 

EXUoSean SolidaUiW\ CenWUe acWiYel\ SUomoWe democUaWic YalXeV and ciYic SaUWiciSaWion. 

TheVe e[amSleV demonVWUaWe WhaW cXlWXUe can cUeaWe inclXViYe, emoWionall\ UeVonanW 

VSaceV ZheUe EXUoSean idenWiW\ iV noW imSoVed, bXW co-cUeaWed. ChaSWeU 8 SUeVenWed Whe 

Yoice of a \oXng SloYak aUWiVW liYing XndeU a goYeUnmenW ZiWh oSSUeVViYe WendencieV. 

HeU WeVWimon\ illXVWUaWed boWh Whe UiVkV of cXlWXUal VXSSUeVVion and Whe hoSe WhaW Whe EU 

VWill UeSUeVenWV foU aUWiVWV VWUiYing foU fUeedom and inWegUiW\. 

TogeWheU, WheVe ındingV conıUm WhaW cXlWXUal Solic\ iV noW neXWUal. IW VhaSeV Zho feelV 

UeSUeVenWed, Zhich VWoUieV aUe Wold, and ZhaW fXWXUeV Veem SoVVible. CXlWXUe can 

enWUench aXWhoUiWaUianiVm oU emSoZeU SlXUaliVm. IW can Vilence diVVenW oU inVSiUe 

engagemenW. The oXWcome deSendV on SoliWical Zill and Solic\ deVign. 

AnVZeUing Whe ReVeaUch QXeVWion: CXlWXUe aV a SWUaWegic FoUce 

ThiV WheViV aVked: How can contemporary culture and art strengthen European unity, 

independence, and pluralism amidst rising nationalist narratives? The anVZeU iV WhaW 

cXlWXUe VWUengWhenV democUac\ Zhen iW iV acceVVible, SaUWiciSaWoU\, and YalXeV-dUiYen. 

ThUoXgh cUoVV-boUdeU collaboUaWion, aUWiVWic e[SeUimenWaWion, and inclXViYe ciYic VSaceV, 

cXlWXUal iniWiaWiYeV helS ciWi]enV connecW be\ond naWional idenWiWieV and engage 

meaningfXll\ ZiWh VhaUed challengeV. 

HoZeYeU, WhiV SoWenWial iV noW aXWomaWic. IW hingeV on hoZ cXlWXUal Solic\ iV fUamed and 

fXnded. HXngaU\'V Academ\ Of AUWV and GeUman\'V neglecWed VecWoU UeYeal WZo VideV of 

Whe Vame coin: one XVeV cXlWXUe Wo conWUol; Whe oWheU failV Wo VXSSoUW iW VWUaWegicall\. B\ 

conWUaVW, iniWiaWiYeV like Whe EXUoSean PaYilion foVWeU SaUWiciSaWoU\ belonging and 

democUaWic imaginaWion. To Ueali]e Whe fXll SUomiVe of cXlWXUe, iWV goYeUnance mXVW be 

inWenWional and YalXeV-baVed. 

Policy Implications: What Happens if Europe Does Not Act 

If Whe EU and iWV MembeU SWaWeV conWinXe Wo XndeUinYeVW in cXlWXUe oU WUeaW iW aV 

V\mbolic, Whe\ UiVk loVing gUoXnd Wo acWoUV Zho Veek Wo XVe cXlWXUe Wo diYide. CXlWXUe iV 
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neYeU neXWUal: iW alZa\V WellV a VWoU\ aboXW Zho belongV, ZhaW maWWeUV, and ZhaW fXWXUeV 

aUe imaginable. To enVXUe iW VXSSoUWV democUac\ and XniW\, iW mXVW be made a VWUaWegic 

SUioUiW\. 

ThiV enWailV: 

Ɣ E[Sanding and ETXiSSing CUeaWiYe EXUoSe: PUogUamV like CXlWXUe MoYeV 

EXUoSe and PeUfoUm EXUoSe VhoXld be Vcaled XS Wo Ueach VmalleU inVWiWXWionV and 

XndeUUeSUeVenWed commXniWieV. TheiU VXcceVV VhoZV WhaW VWUaWegic, YalXeV-dUiYen 

cXlWXUal fXnding ZoUkV, bXW WheiU VcoSe UemainV limiWed. 

Ɣ Defending AUWiVWic FUeedom: The EU VhoXld link cXlWXUal fUeedom moUe 

e[SliciWl\ Wo iWV UXle-of-laZ mechaniVmV. When MembeU SWaWeV inWeUfeUe ZiWh 

cXlWXUal aXWonom\, WhiV VhoXld be WUeaWed aV an iVVXe of (XndeUmining) 

democUac\, noW jXVW a cXlWXUal one. 

Ɣ SXSSoUWing CiYic CXlWXUal SSaceV: LibUaUieV, mXVeXmV, and indeSendenW cenWeUV 

aUe Whe backbone of cXlWXUal democUac\. PUogUamV like The EXUoSe Challenge 

VhoZ hoZ local engagemenW can UeinfoUce EXUoSean YalXeV. TheVe VSaceV 

deVeUYe VXVWainable, VWUXcWXUal fXnding. 

Each of WheVe SUioUiWieV alignV ZiWh a bUoadeU YiVion: WhaW cXlWXUe mXVW be embedded in 

Whe EUŖV democUaWic VWUaWeg\. A EXUoSe WhaW SUoWecWV maUkeWV bXW neglecWV meaning 

ZeakenV iWV oZn foXndaWionV. 

8.2 Final Reflection: A Democratic Imperative 

AV demonVWUaWed WhUoXghoXW WhiV WheViV, cXlWXUe iV noW meUel\ a miUUoU of VocieW\ ş iW iV a 

meanV of VhaSing iW. In SolaUi]ed WimeV, iW oĳeUV one of Whe laVW SXblic aUenaV ZheUe 

dialogXe, emSaWh\, and comSle[iW\ can WhUiYe. CXlWXUe bXildV WUXVW, holdV VSace foU 

diVagUeemenW, and alloZV diYeUVe commXniWieV Wo co-cUeaWe Whe fXWXUe. 

ThiV SoWenWial mXVW noW be ZaVWed. InYeVWing in cXlWXUe meanV inYeVWing in democUaWic 

UeVilience. IW meanV eTXiSSing ciWi]enV Wo imagine and conVWUXcW a SlXUaliVWic, XniWed, and 

fUee EXUoSe. If Whe EU embUaceV WhiV Uole, iW can WXUn cXlWXUe fUom a conWeVWed 
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baWWlegUoXnd inWo a coUneUVWone of iWV democUaWic UeneZal. In doing Vo, iW aĴUmV WhaW 

EXUoSe iV moUe Whan WUeaWieV oU boUdeUV - iW iV a VhaUed SUojecW of imaginaWion, idenWiW\, 

and VolidaUiW\. 
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