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Foreword

Matthias Waechter

Director General of the Centre international de formation européenne (CIFE) since 
2013, Matthias Waechter holds a Doctorate in History. A German historian, he focuses 
on the contemporary history of the United States, France, Franco-German relations and 
European integration. He is also an adjunct professor at the University of Freiburg. 
Matthias Waechter was awarded the Franco-German Parliamentary Prize for his book 
Der Mythos des Gaullismus. Heldenkult, Geschichtspolitik und Ideologie 1940-1958 
(Göttingen, 2006). Other recent publications: Helmut Schmidt und Valéry Giscard d’Estaing. 
Auf der Suche nach Stabilität in der Krise der 70er Jahre (Bremen, 2011); Geschichte 
Frankreichs im 20. Jahrhundert (München: C.H. Beck 2019).

The contributions to this dossier were produced in an interim period: our original intention 
was to take stock of the year of changes 2019, when a new European Parliament was elected 
and the top positions in the European Union newly appointed. However, the Corona  (COVID-19)
crisis , which presented the European Union with unprecedented challenges, hit in the middle 
of the preparatory phase of this dossier. The contributions presented here reflect this peculiar 
situation, as they deal with both, the conclusions to be drawn from the year of elections and 
new appointments, but also with the way in which the European Union is grappling with the 
conditions of the coronavirus crisis. 

Maurice Braud, who for many decades has shaped and accompanied the European policy 
of the French socialists, takes a critical look at the fate of the socialist party family in the 2019 
elections. Their weak performance is explained not only by the specific constellations of three 
countries – France, Germany, United Kingdom – but also by the trends in European integration, 
which has given more and more importance to the member states and their intergovernmental 
consultations. 

In their contribution Stergios Fotopoulos and Luciano Morganti examine the system of 
‘Spitzenkandidaten’ (lead candidates), which was torpedoed in 2019 in particular by the French 
President Emmanuel Macron. Notwithstanding the fact that in 2019 no “lead candidate” 
proposed by the European parties was appointed by the European Council, the authors find 
that the European party system is in a consolidation phase thanks to the ‘Spitzenkandidaten’ 
system. 

A specific element influencing European party formation and EP elections is examined in 
the contribution by François Foret and Émilie Mondo: they look into religion as a persistent, 
increasingly important “second-order” factor exerting an impact on policy-making in the 
European Parliament. 
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The article by Benjamin Bodson deals with the direct consequences of the Corona crisis 
on the work of the European institutions. It critically analyses the way in which Brussels has 
switched to work from home, virtual meetings and on-line decision-making and concludes that 
there are lessons to be learned for the future, particularly for the forthcoming Conference on 
the Future of Europe. 

The articles assembled here evidently constitute only a contribution to fully interpret 
the profound upheavals of the recent months, culminating with the decision to drastically 
increase the financial capacity of the European Union: Is the EU’s crisis response in form of the  
“reconstruction fund” now adequate? What does it tell us about the dynamics of European 
integration? And how will it affect support or disapproval of the European Union by the citizens? 
Will the priorities of EU policy-making change because of this unprecedented health crisis?
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